as 


ITE py ‘abe eat a ibd PTT TT aM bi cae 


bus APnAAidG HIsHo OG ampsgidaon 


gpsgopu 7 Adrosone uo GLisofogig CrafsH owns 200 OHamHsapoG 
way ams Aésodatuc., ACpdhu 2uCscmac Oimdu, Apes Obcfoogiu 
YSSoHIGOoT, uso wat Cpybd Aanhsg, Ud Gotemian Aro Aaciigs War Hreaonna 
(E-Books) Boaswie (ws6oy 10:8) Dhar ayhacd Oanoiushs, OpuGs Seqwror 
THON UMEUHpHar °c Coagae6S som sayph wusowylh HHYyD 2Psonrougi. 
Bos Cudp Ba@id Aoisdoandora ysoatiamcn gsyohpdat) (Download) aeiiw 
THAMOLW GOaUGnsos NonHdaoyd/ujsacyd: www.WordOfGod.in 

95 soci ysootaH AFP Gaooasepd, aniyfoo dopsoaaap6o. 
boc yssatiacn, paren M2uCschamn GAandoGiusid, Mopsams LP Pufar 
LfawCunh War-fHror, Goactorm GAectuwHASCpnd. QGqCaimor ®HGEHOLW YHHatd 
Giiuo Gooaswrs Wer-prev (E-Book) ance aydoatig aap BoadSiaonname, wiucy 
Aclig| Tham wae sHdoOonoHbaG. shaehoLu WhatsApp adnathCan, Wer 
Agse0Cer (Email) ansenoG Osfutuosoimiacr. Canouns ohiseporw Benranw- 
HAHPHOVGHSGH THSGMHAHACOmd. 


WhatsApp/SMS: +91 90 190 490 70 / +91 7676 50 5599 
Email: wordofgod@wordofgod.in 


Wishing you in the mighty name of Jesus Christ 


We had collected several thousands of old Tamil Spiritual Books which are 
rich in Sound Doctrines across various places of India for 7 years. Some of them 
are more than 200 years old books. We have spent millions of hours and money 
in scanning them and coverting them to E-Books. The work is still in progress. 
These E-books are published completely free_of cost (Matt 10:8) forever. We give 
all the praise and glory to God for giving this wonderful opportunity to server 
Him. You can download thousands of similar Tamil Christian E-books from our 
website www.WordOfGod.in completely free of cost at any time. 

95% of these E-Books are not being printed now and their copyrights are 
already expired. The remaining books are sent as E-Books mostly with the 
permission from the Authors. If you feel that your books should not be published 
as E-Book freely, kindly execuse and forgive us. Please let us know the book 
details by WhatsApp or Email we will remove them from our website. 

WhatsApp/SMS: +91 90 190 490 70 / +91 7676 50 5599 


Email: wordofgod@wordofgod.in 


TTT, 
\» 


a book by its cover! 


queyg aut 


Don't judge what? 


i De 
Don't judge a book by its 

cover, or rather don't judge 
this book without reading it 
first. ; 


This is one of the*very earliest records of 4 : 


the life of Jesus, and remains one of the 
easiest to read. It's by Luke, who had a 
writer's instinct about; how to tell the. big 
story. His purpose was to explain Christianity 
in an orderly way so that his friend for whom 
he wrote could make his own mind up about 


Jesus. Lt became one of the 
most widely read short books 


ever to be written, proving to be much more 
than just a simple biography. 


<)> ep on 
a) oop 


Don't judge what? 


"he is one of the best historians 


of the ancient world" 


Stories of the one whe wes eventually c: = 
as the self_prociained ieotn “tovey =e 


the judgement hes been impressive: fe is ems 


report om the life of Jesus so that his 
can be sure of what the eye witnesses 

luke wanted his readers to become 
Christians. He did not set out a series of 
philosophicel erquments for the existence of 
Ged or for Christian principles. Instead he 
together @ Selection oe 
documentary "clips" 


esue in aeeion 
could see and hear him for themselves. Luke 
seems to sense that we can only trust someone 
when we start to know them in ordinary life_ 
This is whet happens shen we read Luke's book 
— we stert to get to know Jesus and the < 


of his attraction. 


A word about the author 


3: 
As a Greek doctor Luke is trained to listen 
carefully and pay attention to detail. He has a 
sharp eye for the sick, the socially 
handicapped, for children or for people who do 
not neatly fit into society. He is interested 
in the deeper causes of our human problems. 

During an adventurous life he became a 

close friend of Paul, the famous early 
Christian leader and teacher. They walked, rode 
and sailed incredible distances together, even 
enduring stoning and prison. Paul speaks of him 
in one of his letters later in the Bible as 
"our dear friend Luke, the doctor". 


Luke's Gospel (the word 
means "good news") was written 


for someone called Theophilus, about whom we 
know nothing. He may have been a Roman 
official Luke had met on his travels, but the 
book was also written for a wider audience, 
amongst whom you can now number yourself. 

This is the first of a two-part work. The 
second instalment, known as the Acts of the 
Apostles, takes the story on another 20 years. 
It shows, through the story of the young 
church, how the good news — the big story — 
spread out from Jerusalem to begin changing the 
Roman empire. Too many have dismissed 
Christianity without ever knowing what it is. Dr 
Luke's two short books are written to remedy this. 


=~) 


dismissed Christianity" 


too many have 


All New Testament 


i, 


Persecution of Christians 


mF 


i 


Themes and features 
to look out for 


example 
7: 36-50 
10: 38—42 
18: 1-8 
24:1-12 


example 
1:5-22 
4: 31-37 
11: 14-28 


4 


(The book is divided into chapters and verses 
to help you find your way around. The 
references below are to chapter number: 

verse number) 


Women 

No other biblical writer includes as many 
women as Luke does, or treats them as 
sympathetically. We may find this surprising 
for one who was apparently a bachelor, but it 
reflects the strikingly unusual attitudes of 
Jesus in first-century Palestine. When it was 
common for the Jewish male in his morning 
Prayers to thank God he had not been born "a 
gentile, a slave or a woman", Jesus could not 
have been more different. Women were among his” 
close friends and most loyal supporters. They © 
were the first witnesses of the resurrection t 
the rest of the world at a time when the 
testimony of a woman was despised. 


Beyond Materialism 

When you enter the world Luke is describing you 
quickly find that his view is not limited by a 
blind materialism. There is conflict between rea 
supernatural powers. God's spirit is active; so 
too is the Devil, the enemy of humankind. Some 
illnesses have a supernatural cause. Some events 
need a supernatural explanation. The Bible 
reveals that this is the beginning of the 


Themes and features cont. 


example 
3: 7-8 

5: 27-32 
6: 43-45 
example 
6:1-11 
11: 37-54 
13: 10-17 
example 
6: 20-23 
10: 21-23 
15: 8-10 


o: 
Kingdom of God! Although the full realisation 
of God's reign belongs to the future, we can 
see God starting to set people free from 
demonic powers through the teaching and 
authority of Christ. 


Human Nature 

What are we like, behind the image we project? 
Are we essentially good, just needing a little 
help or improvement? Luke's account helps us to 
face the truth about ourselves — through 
events and parables, stories and statements. 
His realism rings true to our experience. 


Radicalism 

Jesus is regularly anti-establishment, 
constantly opposed to religion and always 
radical in his teaching on how people should 
live. Anything but a conformist, he often lived 
and taught a way of life and thought contrary 
to the accepted norms of his day. 


Joy 


Luke records great sadness in the life of Jesus 
— persecution, slander, homelessness, betrayal 
and death. He also records the note of joy in 
Jesus and in his impact on others. This joy was 
more than fun or parties or popularity; it 
lasted and could never be destroyed. Luke tells 
us of its foundation. 


Themes 


example 
5: 27-32 
10: 25-37 
14: 15-24 


example 
6: 46—49 
9: 57-62 
18: 9-14 
23: 32-43 


example 
2:8-14 
4: 16-21 
19:1—10 


| 
and features cont. G 


Rejects in Society 

Beggars, prostitutes, lepers, tax-collectors, 
foreigners — no wonder this has been called 
the "gospel of the underdog". There is a wider 
range of people found here than in any other 
book of the Bible. All the gospels bear witne 
to the undoubted historical fact of the conce 
of Jesus for the marginalised, but it is Luke 
who takes most delight in drawing attention to 
it. National leaders or wealthy citizens have 
no more claim on Jesus' time than victims of 
prejudice or poverty. Articulate scholars meet 
the same love as the demented. 


Choices 

Frequently the story reaches a crossroad: the 
way divides, friends separate. The basic 
choices of life are brought home to us. What 
should I believe about God? How can I live wit 
my conscience? What does it mean to be human? 
Amidst the ordinary world or money worries, 
family life, business or tragedies we watch 
people choosing one or another of alternative 
ways to live. 


Rescue 
At the heart of the story of Christ's birth an 
angel declares, "Today ... a Saviour has been 


born to you". This is what the prophets had 
been speaking of for centuries. He is a savio 


Themes and features cont. 
Tr 
for all people everywhere. In the events that 
Luke has recorded the rescue plan is put into 
action. In Jesus alone the full power of God to 
rescue people from guilt, and the results of 
human wickedness is displayed. In one of the 
best known stories in the book (15:11-32), the 
wasteful son comes to his senses and returns to 
his father. He finds forgiveness when he 
deserves nothing and is restored to his place 
in his family. The celebrations can now begin. 


Judgement 
example Ultimately this is a universe with values of 
6: 46-49 right and wrong, Christ insists. Many of his 
13: 6-9 stories point to a judgement day in the future: 
21: 34-36 the door to heaven will close; some will find 


themselves shut out (page 38); the king returns 
from a long journey to judge the citizens of 
his land, to reward or punish their behaviour 
(page 49). This is another theme to look out 
for. In Luke's skilful hands it can become part 


of the "good news"... which may surprise us. 

The Future 
example Will the world end, or just keep rolling on as 
12:54—59 before? Is anyone in charge? Increasingly ’ 
16:19-31 towards the end of the book we learn of 
21: 5~36 another, compelling world, an afterlife, 


something even more real, which we can only 
glimpse now. 


Luke in 30 days 


1 1:1-38 Pregnant! 

2 1:39-80 Songs of hope 

3 2:1-52 The birth and boyhood of Jesus 
4° 3:1-38 Time to get ready 

5 4:1-44 The source of his power 

6 5§6:1—32 "Come, follow me” 

7 5:33—6:11 New wine, new wineskins 

8 6:12-49 Back to basics 

9 7: 1-50 "God has come!” 

10 8:1-21 Seeds of faith 

11 8:22—56 Storms, pigs, a haemorrhage and a 
12 9:1-50 Who do you think I am? 


13 9:51—10:37 The journey to heaven 
14 10:38—11:28 God's priorities and ours 
16, 1929-64: Jesus denounces religious hypocrisy 


16 12:1=21 A fool prepares for the future 

17 12:22—59 Don't worry — be ready 

18, 13:1-35 Where is God when it hurts? 

19 14:1-—35 Excuses 

20 +15: 1—32 Laughter in heaven 

21 16:1-—31 Prosperity — can you afford it? 
22 FF 1=37, Kingdom come 

23. 18: 1—43 The benefits are out of this world 
24 19:1-48 Lost people matter to God 

25 20:1-47 Hard questions 

26 21:1-38 Where do we go from here? 

27 2251-38 Last orders 

28 22:39-71 "Are you the Son of God?" 

29 23:1-56 Rough justice — the death of Jesus 
30 24:1-53 The end of the beginning 


Lukes, 


troduction 


Many have undertaken to 
draw up an account of the 
ings that have been fulfilled 
nong us, ‘just as they were 
anded down to us by those who 
rom the first were eye-witnesses 
id servants of the word. *There- 
re, since | myself have carefully 
yvestigated everything from the 
ginning, it seemed good also to 
ne to write an orderly account 
you, most excellent Theophi- 
ys, ‘so that you may know the 
ertainty of the things you have 
een taught 


he Birth of John the Baptist 
oretold 


In the time of Herod king of 
idea there was a priest named 
echariah, who belonged to the 
riestly division of Abijah; his wife 
izabeth was also a descendant of 
aron. *Both of them were 
pright in the sight of God, 
serving all the Lord's command- 
vents and regulations blamelessly. 
ut they had no children, because 
lizabeth was barren; and they 
ere both well on in years. 

Once when Zechariah’s division 
is on duty and he was serving as 
riest before God, *he was chosen 
y lot, according to the custom of 


the priesthood, to go into the 
temple of the Lord and burn 
incense. '*And when the time for 
the burning of incense came, all 
the assembled worshippers were 
praying outside. 

"Then an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him, standing at the 
right side of the altar of incense. 
"When Zechariah saw him, he was 
startled and was gripped with fear. 
'3But the angel said to him: “Do 
not be afraid, Zechariah; your 
prayer has been heard. Your wife 
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and 
you are to give him the name John. 
'4He will be a joy and delight to 
you, and many will rejoice because 
of his birth, ‘for he will be great 
in the sight of the Lord. He is 
never to take wine or other fer- 
mented drink, and he will be filled 
with the Holy Spirit even from 
birth. '*Many of the people of 
Israel will he bring back to the 
Lord their God. '7And he will go 
on before the Lord, in the spirit 
and power of Elijah, to turn the 
hearts of the fathers to their chil- 
dren and the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the righteous — to 
make ready a people prepared for 
the Lord.” 

'8Zechariah asked the angel, 
“How can | be sure of this? | am an 


an account of the things . . 


old man and my wife is well on in 
years,” 

"The angel answered, “I am 
Gabriel, | stand in the presence of 
God, and | have been sent to speak 
to you and to tell you this good 
news. “And now you will be silent 
and not able to speak until the day 
this happens, because you did not 
believe my words, which will 
come true at their proper tire.” 

“Meanwhile, the people were 
waiting for Zechariah and wonder- 
ing why he stayed so long in the 
temple. “When he came out, he 
could not speak to them. They 
realised he had seen a vision in the 
temple, for he kept making signs 
to ther but remained unable to 
speak. 

“When his time of service was 
completed, he returned home. 
*After this his wife Elizabeth 
became pregnant and for five 
months remained in seclusion. 
*“The Lord has done this for me,” 
she said. “In these days he has 
shown his favour and taken away 
my disgrace among the people.” 


The Birth of Jesus Foretold 


In the sixth month, God sent 
the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
town in Galilee, “to a virgin 
pledged to be married to a man 


. . that have been fulfilled among us” 


rammed joseph, a descendant of 
David, The virgin's name was 
Mary, “The angel went to her 
said, “Greetings, you who are 
highty favoured! The Lord is with 
you.” 

*Wary was greatly troubled a 
his words and wondered what 
kind of greeting this might be. 
*But the angel said to her, “Do 
not be afraid, Mary, you have 
found favour with God. *You will 
be with child and give birth toa 
son, and you are to give him the 
name jesus. “He will be great and 
will be called the Son of the Most 
High. The Lord God will give him 
the throne of his father David, 
“and he will reign over the house 
of Jacob for ever; his kingdom will 
never end.” 

*“How will this be,” Mary 
the angel, “since | am a virgin?” 
=The angel answered, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you. So the holy 
one to be born will be called the 
Son of God. *Even Elizabeth your 
relative is going to have a child in 
her old age, and she who was said 
to be barren is in her sixth 


=| am the Lord’s servant,” 
ary answered. “May it be to me 
you have said.” Then the angel 


ft her 


ary Visits Elizabeth 


At that time Mary got ready 
d hurried to a town in the hill 
suntry of Judea, “where she 
itered Zechariah’s home and 
eeted Elizabeth. *'When Eliza- 
sth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
iby leaped in her womb, and 
izabeth was filled with the Holy 
irit. “In a loud voice she 
claimed: “Blessed are you 
jong women, and blessed is the 
nild you will bear! “But why am | 
favoured, that the mother of 
y Lord should come to me? “As 
on as the sound of your greeting 
sached my ears, the baby in my 
omb leaped for joy. *Blessed is 
ve who has believed that what 
e Lord has said to her will be 
complished!” 


ary’s Song 
“And Mary said: 


“My soul glorifies the Lord 

and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Saviour, 

‘for he has been mindful 

of the humble state of his 
servant 


From now on all generations will 
call me blessed, 
4 for the Mighty One has done 
great things for me— 
holy is his name. 
S°His mercy extends to those who 
fear him, 
from generation to generation. 
5'He has performed mighty deeds 
with his arm; 
he has scattered those who are 
proud in their inmost 
thoughts. 
2He has brought down rulers from 
their thrones 
but has lifted up the humble. 
33He has filled the hungry with good 
things 
but has sent the rich away 
empty. 
54He has helped his servant Israel, 
remembering to be merciful 
55t9 Abraham and his descendants 
for ever, 
even as he said to our fathers.” 


SéMary stayed with Elizabeth for 
about three months and then 
returned home. 


The Birth of John the Baptist 


57When it was time for Elizabeth 
to have her baby, she gave birth to 
a son. “Her neighbours and rela- 
tives heard that the Lord had 


shown her great mercy, and they 
shared her joy. 

*On the eighth day they came 
to circumcise the child, and they 
were going to name him after his 
father Zechariah, “but his mother 
spoke up and said, “No! He is to 
be called John.” 

*'They said to her, “There is no- 
one among your relatives who has 
that name.” 

“Then they made signs to his 
father, to find out what he would 
like to name the child. “He asked 
for a writing tablet, and to every- 
one’s astonishment he wrote, “His 
name is John.” “Immediately his 

mouth was opened and his tongue 
was loosed, and he began to speak, 
praising God. **The neighbours 
were all filled with awe, and 
throughout the hill country of 

Judea people were talking about all 
these things. “Everyone who 
heard this wondered about it, ask- 
ing, “What then is this child going 
to be?” For the Lord’s hand was 
with him. 


Zechariah’s Song 
*’His father Zechariah was filled 
with the Holy Spirit and proph- 
esied: 
“Praise be to the Lord, the God of 
Israel, 


because he has come and has 
redeemed his people. 
“He has raised up a horn of 
salvation for us 
in the house of his servant D 
(as he said through his holy 
prophets of long ago), 
“'salvation from our enemies 
and from the hand of all who 
hate us— 
”to show mercy to our fathers 
and to remember his holy 


covenant, 

” the oath he swore to our fath 
Abraham: 

™to rescue us from the hand of 


enemies, 


and righteousness 
before him all our days. 


7*And you, my child, will be called 
prophet of the Most High; 

for you will go on before the 
Lord to prepare the way fo 
him, 


"because of the tender mercy of o 
God, F 
by which the rising sun will coi 
to us from heaven 


i] 


to shine on those living in darkness 

ind in the shadow of death, 

guide our feet into the path of 
peace.” 


te 


And the child grew and 
ime strong in spirit; and he 
d in the desert until he 
eared publicly to Israel. 


Birth of Jesus 


In those days Caesar Augus- 
tus issued a decree that a 

us should be taken of the 
tire Roman world. (?This was 

e first census that took place 

ile Quirinius was governor of 
ria.) “And everyone went to his 
Wri town to register. 

So Joseph also went up from 
1e town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
lea, to Bethlehem the town of 
avid, because he belonged to the 
puse and line of David. *He went 
tere to register with Mary, who 
as pledged to be married to him 
1d was expecting a child. ‘While 
ley were there, the time came 
r the baby to be born, and she 
ave birth to her firstborn, a son. 

he wrapped him in cloths and 
laced him ina manger, because 


ere was no room for them in 
we inn 


i 


... the thoughts of many hearts... 


The Shepherds and the Angels 


®And there were shepherds 
living out in the fields near by, 
keeping watch over their flocks 
at night. °An angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. 'But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid. | bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the 
people. ''Today in the town of 
David a Saviour has been born to 
you; he is Christ the Lord. '?This 
will be a sign to you: You will find 
a baby wrapped in cloths and lying 
in a manger.” 

"Suddenly a great company of 
the heavenly host appeared with 
the angel, praising God and saying, 


'“Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to men _ 
on whom his favour rests.” 


'SWhen the angels had left them 
and gone into heaven, the shep- 
herds said to one another, “Let’s 
go to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has happened, which the Lord 
has told us about.” 

'6So they hurried off and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the baby, 
who was lying in the manger. 
"When they had seen him, they 
spread the word concerning what 


-«. will be revealed.” 


had been told them about this 
child, ‘and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds said 
to them. But Mary treasured up 
all these things and pondered them 
in her heart. *The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and Praising 
God for all the things they had 
heard and seen, which were just as 
they had been told. 


Jesus Presented in the Temple 


On the eighth day, when it 
was time to circumcise him, he 
was named Jesus, the name the 
angel had given him before he had 
been conceived. 

When the time of their purifi- 
cation according to the Law of 
Moses had been completed, Joseph 
and Mary took him to Jerusalem to 
present him to the Lord “(as it is 
written in the Law of the Lord, 
“Every firstborn male is to be con- 
secrated to the Lord”), “and to 
offer a sacrifice in keeping with 
what is said in the Law of the 
Lord: “a pair of doves or two 
young pigeons”. 

Now there was a man in Jeru- 
salem called Simeon, who was 
righteous and devout. He was 
waiting for the consolation of 
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was 
upon him. *It had been revealed 


what the custom of the Law 


and said to Mary, his mother: 


and rising of many in Israel, and tc 
be a sign that will be spoken 

against, “so that the thoughts of 
many hearts will be revealed. And 


be of Asher. She was very 
he had lived with her husband 
years after her marriage, 
{ then was a widow until she 
eighty-four. She never left the 
»ple but worshipped night and 
fasting and praying. *Coming 
them at that very moment, 
save thanks to God and spoke 
tthe child to all who were 
ng forward to the redemp- 
f Jerusalem 
Vhen Joseph and Mary had 
rything required by the 
f the Lord, they returned to 
their own town of Naz- 
And the child grew and 
trong; he was filled with 
n, and the grace of God was 


© Boy Jesus at the Temple 


very year his parents went to 
lem for the Feast of the 
er “When he was twelve 
4, they went up to the 
ording to the custom. 
the Feast was over, while 
s were returning home, 
y Jesus stayed behind in 
ale but they were unaware 
Thinking he was in their 
iny, they travelled on for a 
they began looking for 
ng their relatives and 


friends. “When they did not find 
him, they went back to Jerusalem 
to look for him. “After three days 
they found him in the temple 
courts, sitting among the teachers, 
listening to them and asking them 
questions. “’Everyone who heard 
him was amazed at his understand- 
ing and his answers. “When his 
parents saw him, they were aston- 
ished. His mother said to him, 
“Son, why have you treated us like 
this? Your father and | have been 
anxiously searching for you.” 
““Why were you searching for 
me?" he asked. “Didn't you know | 
had to be in my Father’s house?” 
But they did not understand 
what he was saying to them. 
‘'Then he went down to Naza- 
reth with them and was obedient 


to them. But his mother treasured _ 


all these things in her héart. “And 
Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, 
and in favour with God and men. 


John the Baptist Prepares 
the Way 

In the fifteenth year of the 
3 reign of Tiberius Caesar — 
when Pontius Pilate was governor 
of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Gali- 
lee, his brother Philip tetrarch of 
Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias 
tetrarch of Abilene —*during the 


high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came 
to John son of Zechariah in the 
desert. ‘He went into all the 
country around the Jordan, 
preaching a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. *As is 
written in the book of the words 
of Isaiah the prophet: 


“A voice of one calling in the 
desert, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
make straight paths for him. 
*Every valley shall be filled in, 
every mountain and hill made 
low. 
The crooked roads shall become 
straight, 
the rough ways smooth. 
°And all mankind will see God’s 
salvation.’ ” 


7John said to the crowds coming 
out to be baptised by him, “You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you 
to flee from the coming wrath? 
Produce fruit in keeping with 
repentance. And do not begin to 
say to yourselves, ‘We have Abra- 
ham as our father.’ For | tell you 
that out of these stones God can 
raise up children for Abraham. 
°*The axe is already at the root of 
the trees, and every tree that does 


not produce good fruit will be 


“Don't collect any more 
you are required to,” he told 
them. 

"Then some soldiers asked hi 
“And what should we do?” 

He replied, “Don’t extort 
money and don’t accuse people 
falsely — be content with your 
pay.” 

‘The people were waiting 
expectantly and were all wonde 
ing in their hearts if John might 
possibly be the Christ. ‘John 
answered them all, “ 


ful than | will come, the thongs 
whose sandals | am not worthy 
untie. He will baptise you with 
Holy Spirit and with fire. '7His 
winnowing fork is in his hand to 
clear his threshing-fioor and to 
gather the wheat into his barn, 
he will burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire.” '*And with 


» words John exhorted 


d preached the good 


when john rebuked Herod 
h because of Herodias, 
s wife, and all the 
vgs he had done, 
dded this to them alk He 
> up in prison, 


Baptism and Genealogy 


esus 


the people were 
cised, Jesus was baptised 
s he was praying, heaven 
d “and the Holy Spirit 
him in bodily form 
And a voice came 
You are my Son, 
>ve; with you | am well 


w Jesus himself was about 

d when he began his 

try. He was the son, so it was 
of Joseph, 


of Heli, “the son of 
f Levi, the son of Melki, 
of Jannai, the son of 
seph 
n of Mattathias, the son of 
Amos 
f Nahum, the son of Esli, 
of Naggai, *the son of 


Maath, 


“Ifyou are the Son of God, ... 


the son of Mattathias, the son of 
Semein, 
the son of Josech, the son of Joda, 
*the son of Joanan, the son of 
Rhesa, 
the son of Zerubbabel, the son of 
Shealtiel, 
the son of Neri, “the son of Melki, 
the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, 
the son of Elmadam, the son of Er, 
*the son of Joshua, the son of 


Eliezer, 

the son of Jorim, the son of 
Matthat, 

the son of Levi, *the son of 
Simeon, 

the son of Judah, the son of 
Joseph, 

the son of Jonam, the son of 
Eliakim, 

‘the son of Melea, the son of 

Menna, 

the son of Mattatha, the son of 
Nathan, 

the son of David, *the son of 
Jesse, 


the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, 

the son of Salmon, the son of 
Nahshon, 

8the son of Amminadab, the son of 

Ram, 

the son of Hezron, the son of 
Perez, 

the son of Judah, *the son of 
Jacob, 


the son of Isaac, the son of 
Abraham, 
the son of Terah, the son of 
Nahor, 
“the son of Serug, the son of Reu, 
the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, 
the son of Shelah, *the son of 


Cainan, 

the son of Arphaxad, the son of 
Shem, 

the son of Noah, the son of 
Lamech, 

“the son of Methuselah, the son of 

Enoch, 

the son of Jared, the son of 
Mahalalel, 

the son of Kenan, *the son of 
Enosh, 


the son of Seth, the son of Adam, 
the son of God. 


The Temptation of Jesus 


Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, 
returned from the Jordan and 
was led by the Spirit in the desert, 
2where for forty days he was 
tempted by the devil. He ate noth- 
ing during those days, and at the 
end of them he was hungry. 
>The devil said to him, “If you 
are the Son of God, tell this stone 
to become bread.” 
‘Jesus answered, “It is written: 
‘Man does not live on bread 
alone.’” 


‘The devil led him up to a high 
place and showed him in an instan 
all the kingdoms of the world. 
“And he said to him, “I will give 
you all their authority and splen- 
dour, for it has been given to me, 
and | can give it to anyone | want 
to. So if you worship me, it will 
be yours.” 

SJesus answered, “It is written: 
‘Worship the Lord your God and 
serve him only.’” 

*The devil led him to Jerusalem 
and had him stand on the highest 
point of the temple. “If you are 
the Son of God,” he said, “throw 
yourself down from here. '°For it 
is written: 


““He will command his angels 
concerning you 
to guard you carefully; 
"'they will lift you up in their hands, 
so that you will not strike your 
foot against a stone.’” 


"Jesus answered, “It says: ‘Do 
not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’” 

'3When the devil had finished al 
this tempting, he left him until an 
opportune time. 


Jesus Rejected at Nazareth 


'4Jesus returned to Galilee in th 
power of the Spirit, and news 


“He has sent me to proclaim... 


ut him spread through the *Jesus said to them, “Surely you 
ole countryside. 'SHe taught in will quote this proverb to me: 
ir synagogues, and everyone ‘Physician, heal yourself! Do 
ed him here in your home town what we 
He went to Nazareth, where have heard that you did in 
had been brought up, and on Capernaum.’ ” 
abbath day he went into the 41 tell you the truth,” he con- 
gogue, as was his custom. And tinued, “no prophet is accepted in 
rood up to read. '’The scroll his home town. *| assure you that 
he prophet Isaiah was handed there were many widows in Israel 
m. Unrolling it, he found the in Elijah’s time, when the sky was 
ce where it is written: shut for three and a half years and 


there was a severe famine 
throughout the land. Yet Elijah 
was not sent to any of them, but 
to a widow in Zarephath in the 
region of Sidon. 7”And there were 
many in Israel with leprosy in the 
time of Elisha the prophet, yet not 
one of them was cleansed—only 
Naaman the Syrian.” 

28All the people in the syna- 
gogue were furious when they 


‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me 

because he has anointed me# 

to preach good news to the poor 

e has sent me to proclaim ® 
freedom for the prisoners 

and recovery of sight for theg 
blind, ¢ 

‘0 release the oppressed, ¢ 

to proclaim the year of they 
Lord's favour.”# 


“Then he rolled up the scroll, heard this. “They got up, drove j 

ve it back to the attendant and him out of the town, and took him 
down. The eyes of everyone in tO the brow of the hill on which 

> synagogue were fastened on the town was built, in order to 


1, ‘!and he began by saying to throw him down the cliff. °°But he 
m, “Today this scripture is walked right through the crowd 
filled in your hearing.” and went on his way. 

All spoke well of him and eter 
amazed at the gracious Jesus Drives Out an Evil Spirit 
rds that came from his lips. 3!'Then he went down to Caper- 
n't this Joseph's son?” they naum, a town in Galilee, and on 

d the Sabbath began to teach the 


... freedom for the prisoners” Ks PR: 


12 


people. “They were amazed at his 
teaching, because his message had 
authority. 

*In the synagogue there was a 
*man possessed by a demon, an evil 
spirit. He cried out at the top of 
his voice, **“Ha! What do you 
want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 
Have you come to destroy us? | 
know who you are —the Holy 
One of God!” 

*“Be quiet!” Jesus said sternly. 
“Come out of him!” Then the 
demon threw the man down 
before them all and came out 
without injuring him. 

*A\l the people were amazed 
and said to each other, “What is 
this teaching? With authority and 
power he gives orders to evil spir- 
its and they come out!” And the 
news about him spread throughout 
the surrounding area. 


Jesus Heals Many 


Jesus left the synagogue and 
went to the home of Simon. Now 
Simon’s mother-in-law was suffer- 
ing from a high fever, and they 
asked Jesus to help her. *So he 
bent over her and rebuked the 
fever, and it left her. She got up at 
once and began to wait on them. 

49When the sun was setting, the 
people brought to Jesus all who 


had various kinds of sickness, an 
laying his hands on each one, he 
healed them. *!Moreover, demo 
came out of many people, shout- 
ing, “You are the Son of God!” 
But he rebuked them and would 
not allow them to speak, becaus 
they knew he was the Christ. 

“At daybreak Jesus went out 
a solitary place. The people wer 
looking for him and when they 
came to where he was, they tri 
to keep him from leaving them. 
“But he said, “I must preach th 
good news of the kingdom of G 
to the other towns also, because 
that is why | was sent.” “And he 
kept on preaching in the syna- 
gogues of Judea. 


The Calling of the First 
Disciples 

One day as Jesus was standi 

by the Lake of Gennesaret, 
with the people crowding round 
him and listening to the word of 
God, “he saw at the water’s edg 
two boats, left there by the fishe! 
men, who were washing their 
nets. ‘He got into one of the 
boats, the one belonging to Sim: 
and asked him to put out a little 
from shore. Then he sat down 
taught the people from the bo: 


When he had finished speaking, 
Simon, “Put out into 
and let down the nets 


said to 
bp water, 
catch,” 
imon answered, “Master, 
e worked hard all night and 
i't caught anything. But 
se you say so, | will let down 
“hen they had done so, they 
\t such a large number of fish 
heir nets began to break. ’So 
ignalled to their partners in 
ther boat to come and help 
ind they came and filled 
boats so full that they began 
ik 
‘hen Simon Peter saw this, he 
Jesus’ knees and said, “Go 
from me, Lord; | am a sinful 
‘For he and all his compan- 
were astonished at the catch 
h they had taken, '"and so 
James and John, the sons of 
bedee, Simon’s partners. 
'hen Jesus said to Simon, 
on't be afraid; from now on you 
| catch men.” ''So they pulled 
ir boats up on shore, left 
erything and followed him. 


© Man With Leprosy 


While Jesus was in one of the 
“ns, aman came along who was 
ve red with leprosy. When he 


saw Jesus, he fell with his face to 
the ground and begged him, “Lord, 
if you are willing, you can make me 
clean.” 

"Jesus reached out his hand and 
touched the man. “I am willing,” 
he said. “Be clean!” And immedi- 
ately the leprosy left him. 

“Then Jesus ordered him, 
“Don't tell anyone, but go, show 
yourself to the priest and offer the 
sacrifices that Moses commanded 
for your cleansing, as a testimony 
to them.” 

"Yet the news about him 
spread all the more, so that 
crowds of people came to hear 
him and to be healed of their sick- 
nesses. '*But Jesus often withdrew 
to lonely places and prayed. 


Jesus Heals a Paralytic 


"One day as he was teaching, 
Pharisees and teachers of the law, 
who had come from every village 
of Galilee and from Judea and Jeru- 
salem, were si 


rrying a paralytic on a mat 
and tried to take him into the 
house to lay him before Jesus. 
''When they could not find a way 
to do this because of the crowd, 
they went up on the roof and 


lowered him on his mac tarouga 
the tiles into the middle of the 


crowd, right in fronc of jesus. 
sew are 7 


“The Pharisees and the teachers 
of the law began thiniding to them- 
selves, “Who is this fellow wath 
speaks blasphemy? VWho can 
forgive sins but God alone?” 

2Jesus knew what they were 
thinking and asked, “Why are you 
thinking these things im your 
hearts? “Which is easier: a> say, 
‘Your sins are forgiven,” or 2D say. 
‘Get up and walk’? “Bux chat you 
may know that the Son of Man tas 
authority on earth to forgwe 
sins... .” He said to the paralyses 
man, “I tell you, get up. take your 
mat and go home.” “limmeciazety 
he stood up in front of them, sook 
what he had been lying om anc 
went home praising God. *Every- 
one was amazed and gave prais= TD 
God. They were filled with awe 
and said, “We have seem remark- 
able things today.” 


The Calling of Lewi 

7 After this, jesus went owt and 
saw a tax collector by the mame of 
Levi sitting at his tax booth. “Fol 
low me,” Jesus said to Firm, and 


\d no-one pours new wine into 
vineskins. If he does, the new 
e will burst the skins, the wine 
in out and the wineskins will 
ied. “No, new wine must be 
d into new wineskins. And 
after drinking old wine 
the new, for he says, ‘The | 


better.’” 


of the Sabbath 


)ne Sabbath Jesus was going 
hrough the cornfields, and 
ciples began to pick some 

f corn, rub them in their 

ind eat the grain. *Some of 
harisees asked, “Why are you 
what is unlawful on the 

th?’ 

us answered them, “Have 
ever read what David did 

he and his companions were 
ry? ‘He entered the house of 
ind taking the consecrated 
|, he ate what is lawful only 
riests to eat. And he also gave 
© to his companions.” *Then 
is said to them, “The Son of 
Nn is Lord of the Sabbath.” 
On another Sabbath he went 
) the synagogue and was teach- 
ind a man was there whose 
ht hand was shrivelled. 7The 
"sees and the teachers of the 
were looking for a reason to 


accuse Jesus, so they watched him 
closely to see if he would heal on 
the Sabbath. *But Jesus knew what 
they were thinking and said to the 
man with the shrivelled hand, “Get 
up and stand in front of everyone.” 
So he got up and stood there. 

*Then Jesus said to them, “I ask 
you, which is lawful on the Sab- 
bath: to do good or to do evil, to 
save life or to destroy it?” 

'°He looked round at them all, 
and then said to the man, “Stretch 
out your hand.” He did so, and his 
hand was completely restored. 
"But they were furious and began 
to discuss with one another what 
they might do to Jesus. 


The Twelve Apostles. 


"One of those days Jesus went 
out to a mountainside to pray, and 
spent the night praying to God. 
'8When morning came, he called 
his disciples to him and chose 
twelve of them, whom he also 
designated apostles; '‘Simon 
(whom he named Peter), his 
brother Andrew, James, John, 
Philip, Bartholomew, '*Matthew, 
Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, 
Simon who was called the Zealot, 
'SJudas son of James, and Judas 
Iscariot, who became a traitor. 


“Love your enemies, . . . 


Blessings and Woes 


"He went down with them and 
stood on a level place. A large 
crowd of his disciples was there 
and a great number of people from 
all over Judea, from Jerusalern, and 
from the coast of Tyre and Sidon, 
'’who had come to hear him and 
to be healed of their diseases. 
Those troubled by evil spirits were 


cured, '’and the people all tried toy 


touch him, because power was 
coming from him and healing them 
all. 

*Looking at his disciples, he 
said: 


“Blessed are you who are poor, 
for yours is the kingdom of God 
21Blessed are you who hunger nowg 
for you will be satisfied. 
Blessed are you who weep now, 
for you will laugh. 
2Blessed are you when men hate 
you, 
when they exclude you and insult 
you 
and reject your name as evil, 
because of the Son of Man. 


2“Rejoice in that day and leap 
for joy, because great is your 
reward in heaven. For that is how 
their fathers treated the prophets. 


“But woe to you who are rich, 


... do good to those who hate you” 


for you have already recesvec 
your cornfort. 
®Woe to you who are well fed 
for you will go hungry. 
Woe to you who laugh now, 
for you will mourn and weep. 
*Woe to you when all men spe 
well of you, 
for that is how their fathers 


Love for Enemies 

7“But | tell you who hear 
Love your enemies, do good to 
those who hate you, “bless the: 
who curse you, pray for those » 
who ill-treat you. “If someone |) 
strikes you on one cheek, turn @ 
him the other also. If someone 
takes your cloak, do not stop 
from taking your tunic. *Give te 
everyone who asks you, and if 
one takes what belongs to you, 
not demand it back. *Do to 
others as you would have them 
to you. ¢ 

=“If you love those who lo 
you, what credit is that to you? 
Even ‘sinners’ love those who Ie 
them. #And if you do good to 
those who are good to you, wig 
credit is that to you? Even ‘sinne 
do that. *And if you lend to the 
from whom you expect repay- 
ment, what credit is that to you! 


» ‘sinners’ lend to ‘sinners’, 
pecting to be repaid in full 

e your enemies, do good to 
m, and lend to them without 
ecting to get anything backy 
en your reward will be great 


you will be sons of the Most 
h, because he is kind to the ¥ 


ing Others 

“Do not judge, and la 
»' be judged. Do not condemn, 
d you will not be condemned. £ 
rgive, and you will be fo 


od measure, pressed down, 

n together and running over, 
e poured into your lap. For 
the measure you use, it will 
reasured to you.” 


they not both fall into a pit? 
tudent is not above his 
her, but everyone who is fully 
ed will be like his teacher. 
“Why do you | 
< of sawdust: 


U Say to your brother, ‘Brother, 
"me take the speck out of your 
when you yourself fail to see 


rateful and wicked. *Be merciy 
, justas your Father is merciful.” 


sive, and it will be given t youy 


He also told them this parable: 
1 blind man lead a blind man? 


the plank in your own eye? You 
hypocrite, first take the plank out 
of your eye, and then you will see 
clearly to remove the speck from 
your brother’s eye. 


A Tree and Its Fruit 


*"Nlo good tree bears bad fruit, 
nor does a bad tree bear good 
fruit. “Each tree is recognised by 
its own fruit. People do not pick 
figs from thorn-bushes, or grapes 
from briers. “The good man 
brings good things out of the good 
stored up in his heart, and the evil 
man brings evil things out of the 
evil stored up in his heart. For out 
of the overflow of his heart his 
mouth speaks. 


The Wise and Foolish Builders 


ord nd dx re al 
will show you w! e is like who 


comes to me and hears my words 
and puts them into practice. “He 
is like a man building a house, who 
dug down deep and laid the foun- 
dation on rock. When the flood 
came, the torrent struck that 
house but could not shake it, 
because it was well built. “But the 
one who hears my words and does 
not put them into practice is like a 
man who built a house on the 


ground without a foundation, The 
moment the torrent struck that 
house, it collapsed and its destruc: 
tion was complete.” 


The Faith of the Centurion 


When Jesus had finished say- 

ing all this in the hearing of 
the people, he entered Caper- 
naum, *There a centurion’s ser- 
vant, whom his master valued 
highly, was sick and about to die. 
‘The centurion heard of Jesus and 
sent some elders of the Jews to 
him, asking him to come and heal 
his servant. ‘When they came to 
Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with 
him, “This man deserves to have 
you do this, “because he loves our 
nation and has built our syna- 
gogue.” “So Jesus went with them. 

He was not far from the house 

when the centurion sent friends to 
say to him: “Lord, don’t trouble 
yourself, for | do not deserve to 
have you come under my roof. 
’That is why | did not even con- 
sider myself worthy to come to 
you. But say the word, and my ser- 
vant will be healed. °For | myself 
am a man under authority, with 
soldiers under me. | tell this one, 
‘Go’, and he goes; and that one, 
‘Come’, and he comes. | say to my 
servant, ‘Do this’, and he does it.” 


"When jesus heard this, he 
amazed at him, and turning to 
crowd fhlowing hirn, he said, “t 
tell you, | have not found such 
great faith even in Israel.” TI 
the men who had been serit 
returned to the house and 
the servant well. 


Jesus Raises a Widow's Son 


Soon afterwards, jesus wert 
a town called Nain, and his dis- 
ciples and a large crowd went 
along with him. '“As he 
approached the town gate, a 
person was being carried out — 
only son of his mother, and she 
was a widow. And a large crowd 
from the town was with her. 
"When the Lord saw her, his 
heart went out to her and he sais 
“Don’t cry.” 

“Then he went up and 
the coffin, and those carrying it 
stood still. He said, “Young man, 
say to you, get up!” "The dead 
man sat up and began to talk, 
Jesus gave him back to his 

'*They were all filled with 
and praised God. “A great 
has appeared among us,” they 
“God has come to help his peo- 
ple.” '’This news about Jesus 
spread throughout Judea and 
surrounding country. 


sus and John the Baptist 


John's disciples told him about 
se things. Calling two of 
he sent them to the Lord 
Are you the one who was 
me, or should we expect 
yne else?” 
Vhen the men came to Jesus, 
iid, “John the Baptist sent us 
1 to ask, ‘Are you the one 
vas to come, or should we 
t someone else?’ ” 
« that very time Jesus cured 
vho had diseases, sicknesses 
il spirits, and gave sight to 
who were blind. “So he 
| to the messengers, “Go 
ind report to John what you 
een and heard: The blind 
e sight, the lame walk, those 
ave leprosy are cured, the 
hear, the dead are raised, and 
ood news is preached to the 
‘Blessed is the man who 
not fall away on account 
1e 
After John’s messengers left, 
us began to speak to the crowd 
bout John; “What did you go out 
ito the desert to see? A reed 
wayed by the wind? *If not, what 
id you go out to see? A man 
ressed in fine clothes? No, those 
io wear expensive clothes and 
lulge in luxury are in palaces. 


“Your faith has saved you; 


**But what did you go out to see? 
A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and 
more than a prophet. ?’This is the 
one about whom it is written: 


““T will send my messenger ahead 
of you, 
who will prepare your way 
before you.’ 


81 tell you, among those born of 
women there is no-one greater 
than John; yet the one who is least 
in the kingdom of God is greater 
than he.” 

(All the people, even the tax 
collectors, when they heard Jesus’ 
words, acknowledged that God’s 
way was right, because they had 
been baptised by John. *But the 
Pharisees and experts in the law 
rejected God’s purpose for them- 
selves, because they had not been 
baptised by John.) 

3!“To what, then, can | compare 
the people of this generation? 
What are they like? They are like 
children sitting in the market-place 
and calling out to each other: 


“‘We played the flute for you, 
and you did not dance; 

we sang a dirge, 
and you did not cry.’ 


3For John the Baptist came nei- 
ther eating bread nor drinking 


wine, and you say, ‘He has a 
“The Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and you say, 

a glutton and a drunkard, 
1 friend of tax collectors and “sin- 
ers But wisdom is proved 
right by all her children.” 


demor 


Here is 


Jesus Anointed by a Sinful 
Woman 


Now one of the Pharisees 
nvited Jesus to have dinner with 
him, so he went to the Pharisee’s 
house and reclined at the table. 

¥Vhen a woman who had lived a 
sinful life in that town learned that 
Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s 
house, she brought an alabaster jar 
of perfume, “and as she stood 
behind him at his feet weeping, she 
began to wet his feet with her 
tears. Then she wiped them with 
her hair, kissed them and poured 
perfume on them. 

*When the Pharisee who had 
invited him saw this, he said to 
himself, “If this man were a 
prophet, he would know who is 
touching him and what kind of 
woman she is—that she is a 
sinner.” 

“Jesus answered him, “Simon, | 
have something to tell you.” 


‘Tell me, teacher,” he pa 


you see this woman? | came i 
your house. You did not give me 
any water for my feet, but she 
my feet with her tears and 
them with her hair. “You did 
give me a kiss, but this woman, 
from the time | entered, has 
stopped kissing my feet. “You d 
not put oil on my head, but she 
poured perfume on my feet. 
“Therefore, | tell you, her 
sins have been forgiven—for she 
loved much. But he who has bee 
forgiven little loves little.” 
“Then Jesus said to her, “You 
sins are forgiven.” 
“The other guests began to s 
among themselves, “Who is this 
who even forgives sins?” 
*Jesus said to the woman, 
“Your faith has saved you; go i 
peace.” 


e Parable of the Sower 


After this, Jesus travelled 
ibout from one town and vil- 
9 another, proclaiming the 
news of the kingdom of God. 
welve were with him, 2and 
ome women who had been 
of evil spirits and diseases: 
called Magdalene) from 
seven demons had come 
panna the wife of Chuza, the 
er of Herod’s household; 
a; and many others. These 
n were helping to support 
out of their own 


hile a large crowd was gath- 
and people were coming to 
from town after town, he 
his parable: °“A farmer went 
2 sow his seed. As he was 
ering the seed, some fell along 
ath; it was trampled on, and 
birds of the air ate it up. 
ne fell on rock, and when it 
e up, the plants withered 
ause they had no moisture. 
ther seed fell among thorns, 
ich grew up with it and choked 
plants, ®Still other seed fell on 
0d soil. It came up and yielded a 
»p, a hundred times more than 
‘8 SOwn,” 


2I 


When he said this, he called out, 
“He who has ears to hear, let him 
hear.” 

*His disciples asked him what 
this parable meant. '°He said, “The 
knowledge of the secrets of the 
kingdom of God has been given 
to you, but to others | speak in 
parables, so that, 


“though seeing, they may not 
see; 
though hearing, they may not 
understand.’ 


'“This is the meaning of the 
parable: The seed is the word of 
God. '*Those along the path are 
the ones who hear, and then the 
devil comes and takes away the 
word from their hearts, so that 
they may not believe and be saved. 
‘Those on the rock are the ones 
who receive the word with joy 
when they hear it, but they have 
no root. They believe for a while, 
but in the time of testing they fall 
away. '*The seed that fell among 
thorns stands for those who hear, 
but as they go on their way they 
are choked by life’s worries, riches 
and pleasures, and they do not 
mature. '*But the seed on good 
soil stands for those with a noble 
and good heart, who hear the 
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jesus Cakes the Storm 


“One Cay jesus saa to his Gs- 
ciples, “Let's go ower to the other 


. He commands even the wi 


-ommanded the evil spirit to come 
sut of the man. Many times it had 
eized him, and though he was 
-hained hand and foot and kept 
nder guard, he had broken his 
hains and had been driven by the 
emon into solitary places. 

Jesus asked him, “What is your 
ame?” 

“Legion,” he replied, because 
1any demons had gone into him. 
And they begged him repeatedly 
ot to order them to go into the 
byss. 

2A large herd of pigs was feed- 
g there on the hillside. The 
emons begged Jesus to let them 
o into them, and he gave them 
ermission. When the demons 
ame out of the man, they went 
ito the pigs, and the herd rushed 
own the steep bank into the lake 

ind was drowned. 

When those tending the pigs 
aw what had happened, they ran 
off and reported this in the town 
ind countryside, *and the people 
went out to see what had hap- 
pened. When they came to Jesus, 
they found the man from whom 
the demons had gone out, sitting 
at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his 
right mind; and they were afraid. 
Those who had seen it told the 
people how the demon-possessed 


man had been cured. ” Then all the 
people of the region of the Gera- 
senes asked Jesus to leave them, 
because they were overcome with 
fear. So he got into the boat and 
left. 

*®The man from whom the 
demons had gone out begged to 
go with him, but Jesus sent him 
away, saying, “Return home and 
tell how much God has done for 
you.” So the man went away and 
told all over the town how much 
Jesus had done for him. 


A Dead Girl and a Sick Woman 


*°Niow when Jesus returned, a 
crowd welcomed him, for they 
were all expecting him. *!Then a 
man named Jairus, a ruler of the 
synagogue, came and fell at Jesus’ 
feet, pleading with him to come to 
his house “*because his only daugh- 
ter, a girl of about twelve, was 
dying. 

As Jesus was on his way, the 
crowds almost crushed him. **And 
a woman was there who had been 
subject to bleeding for twelve 
years, but no-one could heal her. 
*She came up behind him and 
touched the edge of his cloak, and 
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immediately her bleeding stopped. 


“Who touched me?” Jesus 
asked. 
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When they all denied it, Peter 
said, “Master, the people are 
crowding and pressing against 
you.” 

“But Jesus said, “Someone 
touched me; | know that power 
has gone out from me.” 

“Then the woman, seeing that 
she could not go unnoticed, came 
trembling and fell at his feet. In the 
presence of all the people, she told 
why she had touched him and how 
she had been instantly healed. 
“Then he said to her, “Daughter, 
your faith has healed you. Go in 
peace.” 

#While Jesus was still speaking, 
someone came from the house of 
Jairus, the synagogue ruler. “Your 
daughter is dead,” he said. “Don’t 
bother the teacher any more.” 

Hearing this, Jesus said to Jai- 
rus, “Don’t be afraid; just believe, 
and she will be healed.” 

51When he arrived at the house 
of Jairus, he did not let anyone go 
in with him except Peter, John and 
James, and the child’s father and 
mother. **Meanwhile, all the peo- 
ple were wailing and mourning for 
her. “Stop wailing,” Jesus said. “She 
is not dead but asleep.” 

They laughed at him, knowing 
that she was dead. “But he took 
her by the hand and said, 


Herod said, “Il beheaded John. 
Vho, then, is this | hear such 
things about?” And he tried to see 
um 


esus Feeds the Five Thousand 


When the apostles returned, 
hey reported to Jesus what they 
iad done. Then he took them with 
im and they withdrew by them- 
elves to a town called Bethsaida, 
but the crowds learned about it 
nd followed him. 


"Late in the afternoon the 
Twelve came to him and said, 
Send the crowd away so they can 
0 to the surrounding villages and 
ountryside and find food and 

lodging, because we are ina 

remote place here.” 

"He replied, “You give them 
something to eat.” 

They answered, “We have only 
five loaves of bread and two fish — 
unless we go and buy food for all 
this crowd.” '4(About five thou- 
sand men were there.) 

But he said to his disciples, 
“Make them sit down in groups of 
about fifty each.” |The disciples 
did so, and everybody sat down. 
‘Taking the five loaves and the 


two fish and looking up to heaven, 
he gave thanks and broke them, 
Then he gave them to the disciples 
to set before the people. '’They all 
ate and were satisfied, and the dis- 
ciples picked up twelve basketfuls 
of broken pieces that were left 
over. 


Peter’s Confession of Christ 


"Once when Jesus was praying 
in private and his disciples were 
with him, he asked them, “Who do 
the crowds say | am?” 

"They replied, “Some say John 
the Baptist; others say Elijah; and 
still others, that one of the proph- 
ets of long ago has come back to 
life.” 

“But what about you?” he 
asked. “Who do you say | am?” 

Peter answered, “The Christ of 
God.” 

"Jesus strictly warned them not 
to tell this to anyone. “And he 
said, “The Son of Man must suffer 
many things and be rejected by the 
elders, chief priests and teachers of 
the law, and he must be killed and 
on the third day be raised to life.” 

Then he said to them all: “If 
anyone would come after me, he 
must deny himself and take up his 
cross daily and follow me. “For 
whoever wants to save his life will 
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lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for me will save it. “What good is 
it for a man to gain the whole 
world, and yet lose or forfeit his 
very self? *If anyone is ashamed of 
me and my words, the Son of Man 
will be ashamed of him when he 
comes in his glory and in the glory 
of the Father and of the holy 
angels. *7I tell you the truth, some 
who are standing here will not 
taste death before they see the 
kingdom of God.” 


The Transfiguration 


*About eight days after Jesus 
said this, he took Peter, John and 
James with him and went up onto 
a mountain to pray. *As he was 
praying, the appearance of his face 
changed, and his clothes became as 
bright as a flash of lightning. *Two 
men, Moses and Elijah, *'appeared 
in glorious splendour, talking with 
Jesus. They spoke about his depar- 
ture, which he was about to bring 
to fulfilment at Jerusalem. “Peter 
and his companions were very 
sleepy, but when they became fully 
awake, they saw his glory and the 
two men standing with him. 3As 
the men were leaving Jesus, Peter 
said to him, “Master, it is good for 
us to be here. Let us put up three 
shelters —one for you, one for 


Moses and one for Elijah,” (He did 
not know what he was saying.) 
“While he was speaking, a cloud 
appeared and enveloped them, and 
they were afraid as they entered 
the cloud. A voice came from the 
cloud, saying, “This is my Son, 
whom | have chosen; listen to 
him.” *When the voice had spo- 
ken, they found that Jesus was 
alone. The disciples kept this to 
themselves, and told no-one at 
that time what they had seen, 


The Healing of a Boy With 
an Evil Spirit 

The next day, when they came 
down from the mountain, a large 
crowd met him. A man in the 
crowd called out, “Teacher, | beg 
you to look at my son, for he is my 
only child. °A spirit seizes him and 
he suddenly screams; it throws him 
into convulsions so that he foams 
at the mouth. It scarcely ever 
leaves him and is destroying him. 
“| begged your disciples to drive it 
out, but they could not.” 

*“O unbelieving and perverse 
generation,” Jesus replied, “how 
long shall | stay with you and put 
up with you? Bring your son here.” 

“Even while the boy was com- 
ing, the demon threw him to the 
ground in a convulsion. But Jesus 


epuked the evil spirit, healed the 
oy and gave him back to his 
cher. “And they were all amazed 
the greatness of God. 
While everyone was marvelling 
all that Jesus did, he said to his 
sciples, *“Listen carefully to 
nat | am about to tell you: The 
on of Man is going to be betrayed 
to the hands of men.” “But they 
d not understand what this 
eant. It was hidden from them, 
that they did not grasp it, and 
ey were afraid to ask him 
Out it. 


vho Will Be the Greatest? 


“An argument started among 
e disciples as to which of them 
ould be the greatest. “Jesus, 
nowing their thoughts, took a lit- 
e child and made him stand 
eside him. “Then he said to 
hem, “Whoever welcomes this 
ttle child in my name welcomes 
ne; and whoever welcomes me 
velcomes the one who sent me. 
“or he who is least among you 
all—he is the greatest.” 
“Master,” said John, “we saw a 
an driving out demons in your 
name and we tried to stop him, 
because he is not one of us.” 
*“Do not stop him,” Jesus said, 
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“for whoever is not against you is 
for you.” 


Samaritan Opposition 


5'As the time approached for 
him to be taken up to heaven, 
Jesus resolutely set out for Jeru- 
salem. *And he sent messengers 
on ahead, who went into a Samari- 
tan village to get things ready for 
him; *but the people there did not 
welcome him, because he was 
heading for Jerusalem. “When the 
disciples James and John saw this, 
they asked, “Lord, do you want us 
to call fire down from heaven to 
destroy them?” *But Jesus turned 
and rebuked them, **and they 
went to another village. 


The Cost of Following Jesus 


57As they were walking along 
the road, a man said to him, “I will 
follow you wherever you go.” 

Jesus replied, “Foxes have 
holes and birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man has 
nowhere to lay his head.” 

He said to another man, 
“Follow me.” 

But the man replied, “Lord, first 
let me go and bury my father.” 

“Jesus said to him, “Let the 
dead bury their own dead, but you 


he who rejects me... 


1 


40 and proclaim the Kingdom A 
God,” 

“Still another said, “t will follow 
you, Lord; but first let me go back 
and say good-bye to my farrihy.” 

“Jesus replied, “No-one who 
puts his hand to the plough and 
looks back is fit for service in the 
kingdorn of God.” 


Jesus Sends Out the 
Seventy-two 

i After this the Lord 2 

appointed seventy-two 

others and sent thern two by two 
ahead of him to every town and 
place where he was about to Zo. 
“He told them, “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the workers are few. 
Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers 
into his harvest field. *Go! | am 
sending you out like lambs among 
wolves. “Do not take a purse or 
bag or sandals; and do not greet 
anyone on the road. 

*“When you enter a house, first 
say, ‘Peace to this house.’ “If a man 
of peace is there, your peace will 
rest on him; if not, it will return to 
you. Stay in that house, eating and 
drinking whatever they give you, 
for the worker deserves his wages. 
Do not move around from house 
to house. 


“, .. rejoice that your names... 


ven you authority to trample on 
;akes and scorpions and to over- 
sme all the power of the enemy; 
othing will harm you. However, 

) not rejoice that the spirits sub- 
it to you, but rejoice that your 
umes are written in heaven.” 

‘At that time Jesus, full of joy 

rough the Holy Spirit, said, “I 

aise you, Father, Lord of heaven 
id earth, because you have hid- 
=n these things from the wise and 
arned, and revealed them to lit- 
e children. Yes, Father, for this 
as your good pleasure. 

2“All things have been commit- 
>d to me by my Father. No-one 
ows who the Son is except the 
ather, and no-one knows who the 
ather is except the Son and those 
» whom the Son chooses to 
eveal him.” 

Then he turned to his disciples 
nd said privately, “Blessed are the 
yes that see what you see. “For | 
ell you that many prophets and 
<ings wanted to see what you see 

but did not see it, and to hear 
what you hear but did not hear it.” 
The Parable of the Good 
Samaritan 

*On one occasion an expert in 
the law stood up to test Jesus. 
Teacher,” he asked, “what must | 


do to inherit eternal life?” 

26What is written in the Law?” 
he replied. “How do you read it?” 

7He answered: “ ‘Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind’; 
and, ‘Love your neighbour as 
yourself.’” 

“You have answered cor- 
rectly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and 


you will live.” 
2 
saison es om “And wes is 
YY neighbour?” 


*In reply Jesus said: “A man was 
going down from Jerusalem to Jer- 
icho, when he fell into the hands of 
robbers. They stripped him of his 
clothes, beat him and went away, 
leaving him half-dead. *'A priest 
happened to be going down the 
same road, and when he saw the 
man, he passed by on the other 
side. *So too, a Levite, when he 
came to the place and saw him, 
passed by on the other side. *But 
a Samaritan, as he travelled, came 
where the man was; and when he 
saw him, he took pity on him. “He 
went to him and bandaged his 
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. 
Then he put the man on his own 
donkey, brought him to an inn and 
took care of him. *The next day 
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he took out two silver coins and 
gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look 
after him,’ he said, ‘and when | 
return, | will reimburse you for 
any extra expense you may 
have.’ 

*“Which of these three do you 

think was a neighbour to the ne 

who fell into the hands of =~ 
robbers?” 

”The expert in the law replied, 
“The one who had mercy on him.” 

Jesus told him, “Go and do 
likewise.” 


At the Home of Martha 
and Mary 


As Jesus and his disciples were 
on their way, he came to a village 
where a woman named Martha 
opened her home to him. ”She 
had a sister called Mary, who sat at 
the Lord’s feet listening to what 
he said. “But Martha was dis- 
tracted by all the preparations that 
had to be made. She came to him 
and asked, “Lord, don’t you care 
that my sister has left me to do 
the work by myself? Tell her to 
help me!” 

41“Martha, Martha,” the Lord 
answered, “you are worried and 
upset about many things, “but only 
one thing is needed. Mary has 


chosen what is better, and it will 
not be taken away from her,” 


Jesus’ Teaching on Prayer 


' One day Jesus was p 
in a certain place. When 

he finished, one of his disciples saic 

to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, 

just as John taught his disciples.” 

7He said to them, “When you 

pray, say: 


5Then he said to them, “Su 
one of you has a friend, and he 
goes to him at midnight and says, 
‘Friend, lend me three loaves of 
bread, “because a friend of mine on 
a journey has come to me, and | 
have nothing to set before him.” 
7Then the one inside answers, 
‘Don’t bother me. The door is 
already locked, and my children 
are with me in bed. | can’t get up 
and give you anything.’ *I tell you, 
though he will not get up and give 
him the bread because he is his 
friend, yet because of the man’s 


\dness he will get up and give 

1 as much as he needs. 

‘So | say to you: Ask and it will 
given to you; seek and you will 
|; knock and the door will be 
ened to you. '°For everyone 
o asks receives; he who seeks 
\s; and to him who knocks, the 
or will be opened. 

“Which of you fathers, if your 
| asks for a fish, will give him a 
ike instead? '*Or if he asks for 
egg, will give him a scorpion? 
you then, though you are evil, 
ow how to give good gi 


sus and Beelzebub 


‘Jesus was driving. out a demon 
it was mute. When the demon 
ft, the man who had been mute 
oke, and the crowd was amazed. 
3ut some of them said, “By Beel- 
bub, the prince of demons, he is 
riving out demons.” '*Others 
sted him by asking for a sign 
om heaven. 
Jesus knew their thoughts and 
id to them: “Any kingdom diy- 
led against itself will be ruined, 
ind a house divided against itself 
vill fall. '*If Satan is divided against 
mself, how can his kingdom 
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stand? | say this because you claim 
that | drive out demons by Beelze- 
bub. '*Now if | drive out demons 
by Beelzebub, by whom do your 
followers drive them out? So then, 
they will be your judges. 


en a strong man, fully 
armed, guards his own house, his 
possessions are safe. *But when 
someone stronger attacks and 
overpowers him, he takes away 
the armour in which the man 
trusted and divides up the 
spoils. 

2“He who is not with me is 
against me, and he who does not 
gather with me, scatters. 

When an evil spirit comes out 
of a man, it goes through arid 
places seeking rest and does not 
find it. Then it says, ‘I will return 
to the house | left.’ *When it 
arrives, it finds the house swept 
clean and put in order. *Then it 
goes and takes seven other spirits 
more wicked than itself, and they 
go in and live there. And the final 
condition of that man is worse 
than the first.” 

77 As Jesus was saying these 
things, a woman in the crowd 
called out, “Blessed is the mother 


who gave you birth and nursed 


The Sign of Jonah 

hs the crowds increased, jesus 
said, “This is 2 wicked generation. 
It asks for 2 miracidous sign, but 
none will be given it except the 
sign of Jonah. “For as jonah was a 
sign to the Ninevites, so also will 
the Son of Man be to this genera- 
tion. * The Queen of the South 
will rise at the judgment with the 
men of this generation and con- 
demn them: for she came from the 
ends of the earth to listen to Solo- 
mon’s wisdom, and now one 
greater than Solomon is here. 
2The men of Nineveh will stand 
up at the judgment with this gen- 
eration and condemn it for they 
repented at the preaching of 
Jonah, and now one greater than 
Jonah is here. 


The Lamp of the Body 
3“No-one lights a lamp and puts 
it in a place where it will be hid- 
den, or under a bowl. Instead he 
puts it on its stand, so that those 
who come in may see the light. 
*Your eye is the lamp of your 


and no part of it Gare, itt will Be 
complecely lighted zs when tre 
lighe of 2 lamp stines on you” 


ithout leaving the former 
\done. 
"Woe to you Pharisees, 
scause you love the most import- 
\t seats in the synagogues and 
eetings in the market-places. 
“Woe to you, because you are 
e unmarked graves, which men 
alk over without knowing it.” 
‘SOne of the experts in the law 
»swered him, “Teacher, when 
»u say these things, you insult us 
so.” 
“Jesus replied, “And you 
xperts in the law, woe to you, 
vecause 


oe to you, because you 
uild tombs for the prophets, and 
t was your forefathers who killed 
hem. “So you testify that you 
ipprove of what your forefathers 
lid; they killed the prophets, and 
you build their tombs. “Because of 
this, God in his wisdom said, ‘I will 
send them prophets and apostles, 
some of whom they will kill and 
others they will persecute.’ 
“Therefore this generation will be 
held responsible for the blood of 
all the prophets that has been shed 
since the beginning of the world, 
from the blood of Abel to the 


blood of Zechariah, who was killed 
between the altar and the sanctu- 
ary. Yes, | tell you, this generation 
will be held responsible for it all. 

"Woe to you experts in the 
law, because you have taken away 
the key to knowledge. You your- 
selves have not entered, and you 
have hindered those who were 
entering.” 

When Jesus left there, the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the 
law began to oppose him fiercely 
and to besiege him with questions, 
“waiting to catch him in some- 
thing he might say. 


Warnings and Encouragements 
| Meanwhile, when a crowd 
of many thousands had 


gathered, so that they were tram- 
pling on one another, Jesus began 


-to speak first to his disciples, say- 


ing: “Be on your guard against the 
yeast of the Pharisees, which is 
hypocrisy. *There is nothing con- 
cealed that will not be disclosed, 
or hidden that will not be made 
known. ?>What you have said in the 
dark will be heard in the daylight, 
and what you have whispered in 
the ear in the inner rooms will be 
proclaimed from the roofs. 
4“ 
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The Parable of the Rich Fool 
Someone in the crowd said to 

him, “Teacher, tell my brother to 

divide the inheritance with me.” 


OD | tate a Bae wo ore my 


f 


ware dl oy Zan and wy goods. 
*hed Vl say co eyes, “Tow 


|| eat; or about your body, what 
su will wear, * Life is more than 
od, and the body more than 
othes. “Consider the ravens: 
1ey do not sow or reap, they 
ve no storeroom or barn; yet 
od feeds them. And how much 
ore valuable you are than birds! 
Who of you by worrying can add 
single hour to his life? “Since you 
innot do this very little thing, 
hy do you worry about the rest? 
*“Consider how the lilies grow. 
hey do not labour or spin. Yet | 
Il you, not even Solomon in all 
s splendour was dressed like one 
f these. **If that is how God 
othes the grass of the field, 
“hich is here today, and tomor- 
»w is thrown into the fire, how 
1uch more will he clothe you, O 
ou of little faith! And do not set 
our heart on what you will eat or 
rink; do not worry about it. For 
he pagan world runs after all such 
hings, and your Father knows that 
you need them. *'But seek his 
ingdom, and these things will be 
given to you as well. 


your possessions and give to the 
poor, Provide purses for your- 
elves that will not wear out, a 


treasure in heaven that will not be 
exhausted, where no thief comes 
near and no moth destroys. “For 
where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also, 


Watchfulness 


*“Be dressed ready for service 
and keep your lamps burning, “like 
men waiting for their master to 
return from a wedding banquet, so 
that when he comes and knocks 
they can immediately open the 
door for him. *"It will be good for 
those servants whose master finds 
them watching when he comes. | 
tell you the truth, he will dress 
himself to serve, will have them 
recline at the table and will come 
and wait on them. “It will be good 
for those servants whose master 
finds them ready, even if he comes 
in the second or third watch of 
the night. But understand this: If 
the owner of the house had 
known at what hour the thief was 
coming, he would not have let his 
house be broken into. “You also 
must be ready, because the Son of 
Man will come at an hour when 
you do not expect him.” 

‘'Peter asked, “Lord, are you 
telling this parable to us, or to 
everyone?” 
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where your treasure is, . 


"The Lord awwered, “Who 
ther is the fantdul and wise man- 
ager, when the master puts in 
charge of his servants to give them 
their food allowance at the proper 
time? “It vill be good for chat ser- 
vant whos the master finds doing 
so when he rewrns. “I tell you the 
truth, he will put him in charge oa 
all his possessions. “But suppose 
the servant says to hirnself, “My 
master is taking 2 long tame in 
coming,’ and he then begins to 
beat the menservants and maid- 
servants and to eat and drink and 
get drunk. “The master of that 
servant will core on a day when 
he does not expect him and at an 
hour he is not aware of. He will 
cut him to pieces and assign him a 
place with the unbelievers. 

““That servant who knows his 
master’s will and does not get 
ready or does not do what his 
master wants will be beaten with 
many blows. “But the one who 
does not know and does things 
deserving punishment will be 
beaten with few blows. From 
everyone who has been given 
much, much will be demanded; and 
from the one who has been 
entrusted with much, much more 
will be asked. 


tisn to undergo, aid how dis- 
tresed | am uncil ic & complesed! 
*Do you think | came to bring 
peace on earth? Mo, | tail! you, £ 


*He said to the crowd en 
you see a cloud rising im the west, 
immediately you say, “k's going to 
rain,” and it does. =And wien the 


the appearance of che earth and 


know how to interpret this 


. there your heart will be also.” 


e magistrate, try hard to be rec- 
ciled to him on the way, or he 
iy drag you off to the judge, and 
ie judge turn you over to the 
ficer, and the officer throw you 
co prison. “I tell you, you will 

t get out until you have paid the 
st penny.” 


tepent or Perish 
Now there were some 

/ present at that time who 
Id Jesus about the Galileans 

hose blood Pilate had mixed 

vith their sacrifices. 7Jesus 
iswered, “Do you think that 

vese Galileans were worse sin- 
ers than all the other Galileans 
ecause they suffered this way? *I 
ell you, no! But unless you repent, 
ou too will all perish. ‘Or those 
ighteen who died when the 
ower in Siloam fell on them—do 
ou think they were more guilty 
han all the others livin, 
alem? ‘I tell you, no! 


‘Then he told this parable: “A 
nan had a fig-tree, planted in his 
vineyard, and he went to look for 
fruit on it, but did not find any. "So 
he said to the man who took care 
f the vineyard, ‘For three years 
\ow I've been coming to look for 


37 


fruit on this fig-tree and haven’t 
found any. Cut it down! Why 
should it use up the soil?’ 

8“ Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it 
alone for one more year, and I'll 
dig round it and fertilise it. *If it 
bears fruit next year, fine! If not, 
then cut it down.’ ” 


A Crippled Woman Healed 
on the Sabbath 


'On a Sabbath Jesus was teach- 
ing in one of the synagogues, ''and 
a woman was there who had been 
crippled by a spirit for eighteen 
years. She was bent over and could 
not straighten up at all. '"When 
Jesus saw her, he called her for- 
ward and said to her, “Woman, 
you are set free from your infirm- 
ity.” "Then he put his hands on 
her, and immediately she straight- 
ened up and praised God. 

'Indignant because Jesus had 
healed on the Sabbath, the syna- 
gogue ruler said to the people, 
“There are six days for work. So 
come and be healed on those days, 
not on the Sabbath.” 

'SThe Lord answered him, “You 
hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on 
the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey 
from the stall and lead it out to 
give it water? '°Then should not 
this woman, a daughter of 


Abraham, whom Satan has kept 
bound for eighteen long years, be 
set free on the Sabbath day from 
what bound her?” 


The Parables of the Mustard 
Seed and the Yeast 

*Then Jesus asked, “Whar is the 
kingdom of God like? Wha shail I 
compare it to? "Kk is like 2 mescard 
seed, which 2 man took and 
planted in his garden. Ik grew and 
became a tree, and the birds of the 
air perched in its branches.” 

=Again he asked. “What shaill | 
compare the kingdom of God to? 
7It is like yeast that 2 women tock 
and mixed into 2 large amount of 
flour until it worked ail through 
the dough.” 


The Narrow Door 

Then Jesus went through the 
towns and villages, teaching 2s he 
made his way to Jerusalem 
2Someone asked him, “Lord are 
‘only a few people going to be 
saved?” 

He Said to ; 


He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I 
drive out demons and heal 
ople today and tomorrow, and 
the third day | will reach my 
*In any case, | must keep 
Ng today and tomorrow and 
e next day—for surely no 
ophet can die outside Jerusalem! 


ouse is left to you ec | tell 
ou, you will not see me again 

rtil you say, ‘Blessed is he who 
omes in the name of the Lord.’” 


esus at a Pharisee’s House 


One Sabbath, when Jesus 
| went to eat in the house 
fa prominent Pharisee, he was 
eing carefully watched. *There in 
ont of him was a man suffering 
om dropsy. ‘Jesus asked the 

°harisees and experts in the law, 
s it lawful to heal on the Sabbath 
not?” *But they remained silent. 
o taking hold of the man, he 
ealed him and sent him away. 
Then he asked them, “If one of 
you has a son or an ox that falls 
1to a well on the Sabbath day, will 


you not immediately pull him out?” 
*And they had nothing to say. 

-7When he noticed how the 
guests picked the places of honour 
at the table, he told them this par- 
able: *“When someone invites you 
to a wedding feast, do not take 
the place of honour, for a person 
more distinguished than you may 
have been invited. “If so, the host 
who invited both of you will come 
and say to you, ‘Give this man 
your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you 
will have to take the least import- 
ant place. ‘But when you are 
invited, take the lowest place, so 
that when your host comes, he 
will say to you, ‘Friend, move up 
to a better place.’ Then you will 
be honoured in the presence of all 
your fellow guests. ''For everyone 
who exalts himself will be hum- 
bled, and he who humbles himself 
will be exalt 

"Then Jesus said to his host, 

“When you give a luncheon or din- 
ner, do not invite your friends, 
your brothers or relatives, or your 
rich neighbours; if you do, they 
may invite you back and so you 
will be repaid. 


0 
cannot repay you, you will be 


“I don’t know you... 


12+ OF where you come from 


My 


repaid at the resserection of the 
righteous.” 


The Parable of the Great 
Banquet 

‘When one of those ar the ~ 
table with hirn heard this, he sad 
to Jesus, “Blessed is the man who 
will eat at the feast in the kingdom 
of God.” 

Jesus replied: “A certain man 
Was preparing 2 great banquet and 
invited many guests. “At the timé 
of the banquet he sent his servantg 
to tell those who had been invited # 
‘Come, for everything is now 
ready.’ 

“But they all alike began to § 
make excusesg The first said, ‘I 
have just bought a field, and | must 
go and see it. Please excuse me.” 

' Another said, ‘I have just 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m 
on my way to try them out Please 
excuse me.” 

Still another said, ‘I have just 
got married, so | can’t come.” 

“The servant came back and 
reported this to his master. Then 
the owner of the house became 
angry and ordered his servant, “Gog 
out quickly into the streets and 
alleys of the town and bring in they 
poor, the crippled, the blind andy 


the lame.’ 


come in, so that my house will 


fon aides 
everyone who sees it will ridicule 
finn, “syne, “This Slices esa : 
build and was not able to finish” 
“Or suppose a king is about to 
go to war against another king. — 
Will he not first sit down and 


,ousand men to oppose the one 
oming against him with twenty 
ousand? “If he is not able, he will 
nd a delegation while the other 
still a long way off and will ask 

r terms of peace. “In the same 

ay, any of you who does not give 
p everything he has cannot be my 
isciple. 

“Salt is good, but if it loses its 
iltiness, how can it be made salty 
gain? *It is fit neither for the soil 
or for the manure heap; it is 
hrown out. 

“He who has ears to hear, let 
im hear.” 


rhe Parable of the Lost Sheep 


Now the tax collectors 
i 5 and “sinners” were all 
athering round to hear him. *But 
he Pharisees and the teachers of 
he law muttered, “This man wel- 
omes sinners, and eats with 
hem.” 

‘Then Jesus told them this para- 
ble: “Suppose one of you has a 
hundred sheep and loses one of 
them. Does he not leave the 
inety-nine in the open country 
ind go after the lost sheep until he 
finds it? SAnd when he finds it, he 
joyfully puts it on his shoulders 
and goes home. Then he calls his 
friends and neighbours together 


4i 


The Parable of the Lost Coin 


®“Or suppose a woman has ten 
silver coins and loses one. Does 
she not light a lamp, sweep the 
house and search carefully until she 
finds it? "And when she finds it, she 
calls her friends and neighbours 
together and says, ‘Rejoice with 
me; | have found my lost coin.’ '°In 
the same way, | tell you, there is 
rejoicing in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner 
who repents.” 


The Parable of the Lost Son 


"Jesus continued: “There was a 
man who had two sons. "The 
younger one said to his father, 
‘Father, give me my share of the 
estate.’ So he divided his property 
between them. 

“Not long after that, the 
younger son got together all he 
had, set off for a distant country 
and there squandered his wealth in 
wild living. '*After he had spent 
everything, there was a severe 


“Eor this son of mine was dead... 


Ay 


fannie Wi Chat vile CAMILY, 9008 
he began to be in need, Go te 
wert and hired hinnwell out to a 
citer of that MNNTY, Whe vert 
hin ta his fields to feed pigs, “He 
lenged 10 fill his stomach with the 
ponds that the pigs were eating, but 
noone gave him anything, 
When he came to his verses, 
he said, ‘Mow many of my father’s 
hired men have food to spare, ard 
here | am starving to death! A wif 
set out and go back to my father 
and say to hiny Father, | have 
sinned against heaven and against 
you. "lam no longer worthy to be 
called your son; make me like one 
of your hired men.’ “So he got up 


and wert to his father. Siiing Sor'jou and 


“But while he was still a longs : 
Way Off, his father saw him and was ee ge weet, 


filled vith compassion for hinge 
ran to his son, threw his arg 
around him and kissed hirn. 

"The son said to him, ‘Father, | 
have sinned against heaven and 
against you. | arn no longer worthy 
to be called your son.” 

“But the father said to his ser® 
vants,,'Quick! Bring the best robé 
and put it on him. Put a ring on 
finger and sandals on his feet.) 
“Bring the fattened calfand kill i 
Let's have a feast and celebrate 
*For this son of mine was dead 


...and is alive again” 


ee 


he Parable of the Shrewd 
Manager 


Jesus told his disciples: 

| 6 “There was a rich man 
ose manager was accused of 
sting his possessions. 7So he 

led him in and asked him, ‘What 
this | hear about you? Give an 
count of your management, 
ecause you cannot be manager 
y longer.” 

“The manager said to himself, 
Vhat shall | do now? My master is 
king away my job. I’m not strong 
ough to dig, and I'm ashamed to 
g—‘l know what I'll do so that, 
nen | lose my job here, people 
|| welcome me into their houses.’ 

“So he called in each one of his 
aster's debtors. He asked the 
st, ‘How much do you owe my 
aster?” ; 

* “Eight hundred gallons of olive 
‘he replied. 
‘The manager told him, ‘Take 
ur bill, sit down quickly, and 
ake it four hundred.’ 
Then he asked the second, 
And how much do you owe?’ 
‘“A thousand bushels of wheat,’ 
replied. 
‘He told him, ‘Take your bill 
d make it eight hundred.’ 
“The master commended the 
shonest manager because he had 


acted shrewdly. For the people of 
this world are more shrewd in 
dealing with their own kind than 
are the people of the light. ’I tell 
you, use worldly wealth to gain 
friends for yourselves, so that 
when it is gone, you will be 
welcomed into eternal dwellings. 

'“Whoever can be trusted 
with very little can also be 
trusted with much, and whoever 
is dishonest with very little will 
also be dishonest with much. 

"'So if you have not been trust- 
worthy in handling worldly 
wealth, who will trust you with 
true riches? '*And if you have not 
been trustworthy with someone 
else’s property, who will give you 
property of your own? 

“No servant can serve two 
masters. Either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or he will 
be devoted to the one and despise 
the other. You cannot serve both 
God and Money.” 

‘The Pharisees, who loved 
money, heard all this and were 
sneering at Jesus. '°He said to 


is ued among men is 
detestable in God's sight. 
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Additional Teachings 


'“The Law and the Prophets 
roclaimed until John. 


earth to disappear than for the 
least stroke of a pen to drop out 
of the Law. 

'*“Anyone who divorces his wife 
and marries another woman com- 
mits adultery, and the man who 
marries a divorced woman 
commits adultery. 


The Rich Man and Lazarus 


'*There was a rich man who 
was dressed in purple and fine 
linen and lived in luxury every day. 
°At his gate was laid a beggar 
named Lazarus, covered with 
sores 7'and longing to eat what 
fell from the rich man’s table. Even 
the dogs came and licked his 
sores. 

2“The time came when the 
beggar died and the angels carried 
him to Abraham’s side. The rich 
man also died and was buried. “In 
hell, where he was in torment, he 
looked up and saw Abraham far 
away, with Lazarus by his side. “So 
he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, 


have pity on me and send 
to dip the tip of his finger in 
and cool my tongue, because | 
in agony in this fire.” 

*“But Abraham replied, ‘Son, 
remember that in your lifetime 
you received your good things, 
while Lazarus received bad thin; 
but now he is comforted here 
you are in agony. “And besides 
this, between us and you a great 
chasm has been fixed, so that 
those who want to go from here 
to you cannot, nor can any- 
one cross over from there to 
us.” 

“He answered, ‘Then | beg 
you, father, send Lazarus to my 
father’s house, “for | have five 
brothers. Let him warn them, so 
that they will not also come to 
place of torment.’ 

“Abraham replied, ‘They hav 
Moses and the Prophets; let them 
listen to them.’ 

3%" “No, father Abraham,’ he 
said, ‘but if someone from the 
dead goes to them, they will 
repent.’ 

3!“He said to him, ‘If they do 
not listen to Moses and the Pro 
ets, they will not be convinced 
even if someone rises from the 


dead.’” 


in, Faith, Duty 
i 7 Jesus said to his disciples: 
“Things that cause people 
) sin are bound to come, but woe 
, that person through whom they 
sme. 2It would be better for him 
, be thrown into the sea with a 
iillstone tied round his neck than 
»r him to cause one of these little 
nes to sin. *So watch yourselves. 
“If your brother sins, rebuke 
im, and if he repents, forgive him. 
f{ he sins against you seven times 
a day, and seven times comes 
ick to you and says, ‘I repent,’ 
rgive him.” 
’The apostles said to the Lord, 
increase our faith!” 
‘He replied, “If you have faith as 
nall as a mustard seed, you can 
yy to this mulberry tree, ‘Be 
prooted and planted in the sea,’ 
nd it will obey you. 
Suppose one of you had a ser- 
int ploughing or looking after the 
heep. Would he say to the ser- 
ant when he comes in from the 
eld, ‘Come along now and sit 
own to eat’? "Would he not 
ather say, ‘Prepare my supper, 
et yourself ready and wait on me 
while | eat and drink; after that 
you may eat and drink’? °Would he 
hank the servant because he did 
what he was told to do? '°So you 
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also, when you have done every- 
thing you were told to do, should 
say, ‘We are unworthy servants; 
we have only done our duty.’” 


Ten Healed of Leprosy 

'Now on his way to Jerusalem, 
Jesus travelled along the border 
between Samaria and Galilee. "As 
he was going into a village, ten 
men who had leprosy met him. 
They stood at a distance "and 
called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, 
Master, have pity on us!” 

'4WWhen he saw them, he said, 
“Go, show yourselves to the 
priests.” And as they went, they 
were cleansed. 

'5One of them, when he saw he 
was healed, came back, praising 
God ina loud voice. '*He threw 
himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked 
him—and he was a Samaritan. 

"Jesus asked, “Were not all ten 
cleansed? Where are the other 
nine? '!®Was no-one found to 
return and give praise to God 
except this foreigner?” ‘Then he 
said to him, “Rise and go; your 
faith has made you well.” 


The Coming of the Kingdom 
of God 

2Once, having been asked by 
the Pharisees when the kingdom 


of God would o 


=Then | 
“The time is coming when you will 
long to see one of the days of the 
Son of Man, but you will not see = 
“Men will tell you, “There he ist” 
or ‘Here he is!” Do not go running 
off after them. **For the Son of 
Man in his day will be like the 
lightning, which flashes and lights 
up the sky from one end to the 
other. *But first he must suffer 
many things and be rejected by 
this generation. 

“Just as it was in the days of 
Noah, so also will it be in the days 
of the Son of Man. People were 
eatitlg, drinking, marrying and 
being given in marriage up to the 
day Noah entered the ark. Then 
the flood came and destroyed 
them all. 

2=“It was the same in the days of 
Lot. People were eating and drink- 
ing, buying and selling, planting and 
building. “But the day Lot left 
Sodom, fire and sulphur rained 
down from heaven and destroyed 


them all. 
*“Ir will be just like this on the 


and not give up. "He sai “Ina 
certain town there was a judge 
who neither feared God nor 


‘For some time he refused. But 
ally he said to himself, ‘Even 
yugh | don’t fear God or care 
out men, *yet because this 
dow keeps bothering me, | will 
> that she gets justice, so that 
> won't eventually wear me out 
th her coming!’ ” 

And the Lord said, “Listen to 

hat the unjust judge says. 7And 

|| not God bring about justice 
his chosen ones, who cry out 
him day and night? Will he keep 
tting them off? *l tell you, he 

\l see that they get justice, and 
ickly. However, when the Son 
Man comes, will he find faith on 

e earth?” 


he Parable of the Pharisee 
id the Tax Collector 


‘To some who were confident 
their own righteousness and 
1ked down on everybody else, 
sus told this parable: '°“Two men 
ent up to the temple to pray, 
\e a Pharisee and the other a tax 
sllector. |The Pharisee stood up 
id prayed about himself: ‘God, | 
ank you that | am not like other 
en —robbers, evildoers, adul- 
rers—or even like this tax col- 
ector. | fast twice a week and 
ve a tenth of all | get.” 


or 


“But the tax collector stood at 
a distance. He would not even 
look up to heaven, but beat his 
breast and said, ‘God, have mercy 
on me, a sinner.’ 

'*1 tell you that this man, rather 
than the other, went home justi- 
fied before God. For everyone 
who exalts himself will be hum- 
bled, and he who humbles himself 
will be exalted.” 


The Little Children and Jesus 


'SPeople were also bringing 
babies to Jesus to have him touch 
them. When the disciples saw this, 
they rebuked them. '*But Jesus 
called the children to him and said, 
“Let the little children come to 
me, and do not hinder them, for 
the kingdom of God belongs to 
such as these. 


The Rich Ruler 

'8A certain ruler asked him, 
“Good teacher, what must | do to 
inherit eternal life?” 

\"Why do you call me good?” 
Jesus answered. “No-one is 
good— except God alone. *You 
know the commandments: ‘Do not 
commit adultery, do not murder, 


“What is impossible with men -.- - 
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do not steal, do not give false 
testimony, honour your father 
and mother.’” 

*!“All these | have kept since | 
was a boy,” he said. 

“When Jesus heard this, he said 
to him, “You still lack one thing. 
Sell everything you have and give 
to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven. Then come, 
follow me.” 

=When he heard this, he 
became very sad, because he was a 
man of great wealth. “Jesus looked 
at him and said, “How hard it is for 
the rich to enter the kingdom of 
God! * Indeed, it is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of God.” 

2’Those who heard this asked, 
“Who then can be saved?” 

7Jesus replied, “What is imposs- 
ible with men is possible with 
God.” 

8Peter said to him, “We have 
left all we had to follow you!” 

291 tell you the truth,” Jesus said 
to them, “no-one who has left 
home or wife or brothers or par- 
ents or children for the sake of the 
kingdom of God *will fail to 
receive many times as much in this 
age and, in the age to come, 
eternal life.” 


possible with God.” 


Jesus Again Predicts His Death 


‘Jesus took the Twelve aside 
and told them, “We are going up 
to Jerusalem, and everything that 
written by the prophets about th 
Son of Man will be fulfilled. He 
will be turned over to the Gen- 
tiles. They will mock him, insult 
him, spit on him, flog him and kill 
him. #On the third day he will ri 
again.” 

*The disciples did not under- 
stand any of this. Its meaning was 
hidden from them, and they did 
not know what he was talking 
about. 


A Blind Beggar Receives His 
Sight 

As Jesus approached Jericho, 
blind man was sitting by the road 
side begging. *When he heard th 
crowd going by, he asked what 
was happening. *’They told him, 
“Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” 

8He called out, “Jesus, Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” 

Those who led the way 
rebuked him and told him to be 
quiet, but he shouted all the mo’ 
“Son of David, have mercy 
on me!” 

“Jesus stopped and ordered 
man to be brought to him. When 
he came near, Jesus asked him, 


‘What do you want me to do for 
you?” 

“Lord, | want to see,” he 
plied. 

“Jesus said to him, “Receive 

sur sight; your faith has healed 
ou.” “Immediately he received 

s sight and followed Jesus, prais- 
ig God. When all the people saw 
, they also praised God. 


acchaeus the Tax Collector 


q Jesus entered Jericho and 

| was passing through. *A 

in was there by the name of 

acchaeus; he was a chief tax col- 
ctor and was wealthy. *He 
anted to see who Jesus was, but 
cing a short man he could not, 
ecause of the crowd. *So he ran 
1ead and climbed a sycamore-fig 
ee to see him, since Jesus was 
oming that way. 

‘When Jesus reached the spot, 

e looked up and said to him, 
Zacchaeus, come down immedi- 
tely. | must stay at your house 
oday.” ®So he came down at once 
ind welcomed him gladly. 

‘All the people saw this and 
began to mutter, “He has gone to 
be the guest of a ‘sinner’.” 

*But Zacchaeus stood up and 
said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! 
Here and now | give half of my 


possessions to the poor, and if | 
have cheated anybody out of any- | 
thing, | will pay back four times 
the amount.” 

Jesus said to him, “Today salva- 
tion has come to this house, 
because this man, too, is a son of 
Abraham. '°For the Son of Man 
came to seek and to save what 
was lost.” 


The Parable of the Ten Minas 

"While they were listening to 
this, he went on to tell them a 
parable, because he was near Jeru- 
salem and the people thought that 
the kingdom of God was going to 
appear at once. '*He said: “A man 
of noble birth went to a distant 
country to have himself appointed 
king and then to return. '*So he 
called ten of his servants and gave 
them ten minas. ‘Put this money to 
work,’ he said, ‘until | come back.’ 

“But his subjects hated him and 
sent a delegation after him to say, 
‘We don’t want this man to be our 
king.’ 

'5“Le was made king, however, 
and returned home. Then he sent 
for the servants to whom he had 
given the money, in order to find 
out what they had gained with it. 

“The first one came and said, 


‘Sir. your mina hes camed ten 
more 

™ Wie dome. my good ser- 
vane. Tis master replied “Becsus= 
you Fave Seen trustworthy na 
very small matter, take charge of 
ten cities. 

“The second came and said 
‘Sir, your mine hes eamed five 
more” 

“bis master answered, “You 
take charge of five cities.” 

=“Then another servant came 
and said. ‘Sir, here is your mina I 
have kent iz laid away in 2 piece of 
cloth. * wes afraid of you, because 
you are 2 hard man You take out 
what you did not put in and reap 
what you did not sow.” 

=“His master replied, ‘I will 
judge you by your own words, you 
wicked servant! You knew, did 
you, that | am a hard man, taking 
out what | did not put in, and 
reaping what | did not sow? >Why 
then didn’t you put my money on 
deposit, so that when | came back, 
| could have collected it with 
interest?” 

“Then he said to those stand- 
ing by, “Take his mina away from 
him and give it to the one who has 


q 


“When he came near the place 
here the road goes down the 
iount of Olives, the whole crowd 

disciples began joyfully to praise 
od in loud voices for all the 
iracles they had seen: 


“Blessed is the king who comes in 
the name of the Lord!” 


“Peace in heaven and glory in the 
highest!” 


Some of the Pharisees in the 
owd said to Jesus, “Teacher, 
sbuke your disciples!” 

"| tell you,” he replied, “if they 
eep quiet, the stones will cry 
ut.” 

4|As he approached Jerusalem 
nd saw the city, he wept over it 
and said, “If you, even you, had 
nly known on this day what 
vould bring you peace —but now 
is hidden from your eyes. The 
lays will come upon you when 

your enemies will build an 
»mbankment against you and 
ncircle you and hem you in on 
very side. “They will dash you to 
the ground, you and the children 
within your walls. They will not 
eave one stone on another, 
because you did not recognise the 
ime of God’s coming to you.” 


“1 will send my son... 


Jesus at the Temple 


*Then he entered the temple 
area and began driving out those 
who were selling. “It is written,” 
he said to them, “ ‘My house will 
be a house of prayer’; but you 
have made it ‘a den of robbers’.” 

‘“7Every day he was teaching at 
the temple. But the chief priests, 
the teachers of the law and the 
leaders among the people were 
trying to kill him. “Yet they could 
not find any way to do it, because 
all the people hung on his words. 


The Authority of Jesus 
Questioned 
One day as he was teach- 

2 ing the people in the tem- 
ple courts and preaching the 
gospel, the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law, together with 
the elders, came up to him. *“Tell 
us by what authority you are doing 
these things,” they said. “Who 
gave you this authority?” 

3He replied, “I will also ask you 
a question. Tell me, ‘John’s bap- 
tisrm — was it from heaven, or from 
men?” 

5They discussed it among them- 
selves and said, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven’, he will ask, ‘Why didn’t 
you believe him?” “But if we say, 
‘From men’, all the people will 


. «+ perhaps they will respect him.” 
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stone us, because they are per- 
suaded that John was a prophet.” 
’So they answered, “We don’t 
know where it was from.” 
“Jesus said, “Neither will | tell 
you by what authority | am doing 
these things.” 


The Parable of the Tenants 


“He went on to tell the people 
this parable: “A man planted a 
vineyard, rented it to some farm- 
ers and went away for a long time. 
"At harvest time he sent a servant 
to the tenants so they would give 
him some of the fruit of the vine- 
yard. But the tenants beat him and 
sent him away empty-handed. ''He 
sent another servant, but that one 
also they beat and treated shame- 
fully and sent away empty-handed. 
"He sent still a third, and they 
wounded him and threw him out. 

'*Then the owner of the vine- 
yard said, ‘What shall | do? | will 
send my son, whom | love; perhaps 
they will respect him.’ 

“But when the tenants saw 
him, they talked the matter over. 
‘This is the heir,’ they said. ‘Let’s 
kill him, and the inheritance will be 
ours.’ So they threw him out of 
the vineyard and killed him. 

“What then will the owner of 
the vineyard do to them? '*He will 


come and kill those tenants and 

give the vineyard to others.” 
When the people heard this, 

they said, “May this never be!” 


"Everyone who falls on that 
will be broken to pieces, but he 
whom it falls will be crushed.” 
"The teachers of the law and 
the chief priests looked for a way 
to arrest him immediately, 


Paying Taxes to Caesar 
=Keeping a close watch on 
they sent spies, who pretended 
be honest. They hoped to catch 
Jesus in something he said so that 
they might hand him over to the 
power and authority of the gov- 
ernor. 7!So the spies questioned 
him: “Teacher, we know that 


ance with the truth. “Is it right 
for us to pay taxes to Caesar 
or not?” 


“He saw through their duplicity 
ind said to them, ““Show me a 
jenarius. Whose portrait and 
scription are on it?” 

“Caesar's,” they replied. 

He said to them, “Then give to 
“aesar what is Caesar’s, and to 
30d what is God’s,” 

*’They were unable to trap him 
n what he had said there in public. 
\nd astonished by his answer, they 
vecame silent. 


rhe Resurrection and Marriage 


Some of the Sadducees, who 
ay there is no resurrection, came 
o Jesus with a question. 
“Teacher,” they said, “Moses 
vrote for us that if a man’s 
»rother dies and leaves a wife but 
10 children, the man must marry 
he widow and have children for 
is brother. “Now there were 
even brothers. The first one mar- 
ied a woman and died childless. 
The second ?!and then the third 
narried her, and in the same way 
he seven died, leaving no children. 
"Finally, the woman died too. 
Now then, at the resurrection 

whose wife will she be, since the 
seven were married to her?” 

Jesus replied, “The people of 

this age marry and are given in 
marriage. *But those who are 
considered worthy of taking part 


in that age and in the resurrection 
from the dead will neither marry 
nor be given in marriage, *and 
they can no longer die; for they 
are like the angels. They are God’s 
children, since they are children of 
the resurrection. 7But in the 
account of the bush, even Moses 
showed that the dead rise, for he 
calls the Lord ‘the God of Abra- 
ham, and the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob’. *He is not the God 
of the dead, but of the living, for 
to him all are alive.” 

Some of the teachers of the 
law responded, “Well said, 
teacher!” “And no-one dared to 
ask him any more questions. 


Whose Son Is the Christ? 

*'Then Jesus said to them, “How 
is it that they say the Christ is the 
Son of David? “David himself 
declares in the Book of Psalms: 


“‘The Lord said to my Lord: 
“Sit at my right hand 
*until | make your enemies 
a footstool for your feet.” ” 
“David calls him ‘Lord’. How then 
can he be his son?” 

“While all the people were lis- 
tening, Jesus said to his disciples, 
“Beware of the teachers of the 
law. They like to walk around in 
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“ite is not the of the dead, . - . 
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flowing robes and love to be 
greeted in the market-places and 
have the most important seats in 
the synagogues and the places of 
honour at banquets. “They devour 
widows’ houses and for a show 
make lengthy prayers. Such men 
will be punished most severely.” 


The Widow’s Offering 
2 As he looked up, Jesus 
saw the rich putting their 
gifts into the temple treasury. *He 
also saw a poor widow put in two 
very small copper coins. *“‘I tell 
you the truth,” he said, “this poor 
widow has put in more than all the 
others. *All these people gave 
their gifts out of their wealth; but 


she out of her poverty put in all 
she had to live on.” 


Signs of the End of the Age 


5Some of his disciples were 
remarking about how the temple 
was adorned with beautiful stones 
and with gifts dedicated to God. 
But Jesus said, “As for what you 
see here, the time will come when 
not one stone will be left on 
another; every one of them will be 
thrown down.” 

Teacher,” they asked, “when 
will these things happen? And what 


. .. but of the living” 


will be the sign that they are abou 
to take place?” 

®He replied: “Watch out that 
you are not deceived. For many 
will come in my name, claiming, ‘1 
am he,’ and ‘The time is near.’ Do’ 
not follow them. *When you hear 
of wars and revolutions, do not 
frightened. These things must hap 
pen first, but the end will not 
come right away.” 

'°Then he said to them: “Nation 
will rise against nation, and king- 
dom against kingdom. ''There will 
be great earthquakes, famines and 
pestilences in various places, and 
fearful events and great signs from 
heaven. 

“But before all this, they will 
lay hands on you and persecute 
you. They will deliver you to syna- 
gogues and prisons, and you will 
be brought before kings and gov- 
ernors, and all on account of my 
name. 'This will result in your 
being witnesses to them, ‘But 
make up your mind not to worry 
beforehand how you will defend 
yourselves. '*For | will give you 
words and wisdom that none of 
your adversaries will be able to 
resist or contradict. '*You will be 
betrayed even by parents, : 
brothers, relatives and friends, an 
they will put some of you to 


jeath. '’All men will hate you 
scause of me. '®But not a hair of 
sur head will perish. "By standing 
rm you will gain life. 
2"VWhen you see Jerusalem 
eing surrounded by armies, you 
vill know that its desolation is 
ear. ?'Then let those who are in 
idea flee to the mountains, let 
hose in the city get out, and let 
jose in the country not enter the 
ty. “For this is the time of pun- 
hment in fulfilment of all that has 
>en written. “How dreadful it 
ill be in those days for pregnant 
omen and nursing mothers! 
here will be great distress in the 
nd and wrath against this people. 
They will fall by the sword and 
vill be taken as prisoners to all the 
ations. Jerusalem will be trampled 
n by the Gentiles until the times 
{ the Gentiles are fulfilled. 
“There will be signs in the sun, 
1oon and stars. On the earth, 
ations will be in anguish and per- 
lexity at the roaring and tossing 
f the sea. “Men will faint from 
error, apprehensive of what is 
oming on the world, for the 
eavenly bodies will be shaken. 
At that time they will see the 
on of Man coming in a cloud with 
‘ower and great glory. “When 
hese things begin to take place, 


stand up and lift up your heads, 
because your redemption is 
drawing near.” 

He told them this parable: 
“Look at the fig-tree and all the 
trees. When they sprout leaves, 
you can see for yourselves and 
know that summer is near. 'Even 
so, when you see these things hap- 
pening, you know that the 
kingdom of God is near. 

2 tell you the truth, this gen- 
eration will certainly not pass away 
until all these things have hap- 
pened. “Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words will 
never pass away. 

4“Be careful, or your hearts will 
be weighed down with dissipation, 
drunkenness and the anxieties of 
life, and that day will close on you 
unexpectedly like a trap. *For it 
will come upon all those who live 
on the face of the whole earth. 
%Be always on the watch, and pray 
that you may be able to escape all 
that is about to happen, and that 
you may be able to stand before 
the Son of Man.” 

37Each day Jesus was teaching at 
the temple, and each evening he 
went out to spend the night on 
the hill called the Mount of Olives, 
38nd all the people came early in 
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the mormng to hear hin at the 


temple 


Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus 
ye. Now the Feast of Unleav- 
ened Bread, called the 
Passover, was approaching, ‘and 
the chief priests and the teachers 
of the law were looking for some 
way to get rid of Jesus, for they 
were airaid of the people. 7Then 
Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, 
one of the Twelve. “And Judas 
went to the chief priests and the 
officers of the temple guard and 
discussed with them how he might 
betray Jesus. *They were delighted 
and agreed to give him money. 
*He consented, and watched for an 
opportunity to hand Jesus over to 
them when no crowd was present. 


The Last Supper 

7Then came the day of Unleav- 
ened Bread on which the Passover 
lamb had to be sacrificed. ‘Jesus 
sent Peter and John, saying, “Go 
and make preparations for us to 
eat the Passover.” 

™Where do you want us to 
prepare for it?” they asked. 

°He replied, “As you enter the 
city, a man carrying a jar of water 
will meet you. Follow him to the 
house that he enters, ''and say to 


EE” ————— 


- what is written about me... 


on the table. “The Son of Man will 
go as it has been decreed, but woe 
to that man who betrays him.” 
“They began to question among 
themselves which of them it might 
be who would do this. 

*Also a dispute arose among 
them as to which of them was 
considered to be greatest. “Jesus 
said to them, “The kings of the 
Gentiles lord it over them; and 
those who exercise authority over 
them call themselves Benefactors. 
“*But you are not to be like that. 
Instead, the greatest among you 
should be like the youngest, and 
the one who rules like the one 
who serves. For who is greater, 
the one who is at the table or the 
one who serves? Is it not the one 
who is at the table? But | am 
among you as one who serves. 
*You are those who have stood 
by me in my trials. “And | confer 
on you a kingdom, just as my 
Father conferred one on me, *so 
that you may eat and drink at my 
table in my kingdom and sit on 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel. 

“Simon, Simon, Satan has asked 
to sift you as wheat. **But | have 
prayed for you, Simon, that your 
faith may not fail. And when you 
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have turned back, strengthen your 
brothers.” 

But he replied, “Lord, | am 
ready to go with you to prison and 
to dea 

*Jesus answered, “I tell you, 
Peter, before the cock crows 
today, you will deny three times 
that you know me.” 

*Then Jesus asked them, “When 
| sent you without purse, bag or 
sandals, did you lack anything?” 

“Nothing,” they answered. 

He said to them, “But now if 
you have a purse, take it, and also 
a bag; and if you don’t have a 
sword, sell your cloak and buy 

ne. "It is written: ‘And he was 
numbered with the transgressors’; 
and | tell you that this must be ful- 
filled in me. Yes, what is written ” 
about me is reaching its fulfil- 
ment.” 

®The disciples said, “See, Lord, 
here are two swords.” 
“That is enough,” he replied. 


Jesus Prays on the Mount 
of Olives 

Jesus went out as usual to the 
Mount of Olives, and his disciples 
followed him. “On reaching the 
place, he said to them, “Pray that 
you will not fall into temptation.” 
4'He withdrew about a stone’s 


... is reaching its fulfilment.” 


throw beyond them, knelt down 
and prayed, **“Father, if you are 
willing, take this cup from me; yet 
not my will, but yours be done.” 
“An angel from heaven appeared 
to him and strengthened him. 
“And being in anguish, he prayed 
more earnestly, and his sweat was 
like drops of blood falling to the 
ground. 

“When he rose from prayer and 
went back to the disciples, he 
found them asleep, exhausted from 
sorrow. “Why are you sleeping?” 
he asked them. “Get up and pray 
so that you will not fall into 
temptation.” 


Jesus Arrested 

47While he was still speaking a 
crowd came up, and the man who 
was called Judas, one of the 
Twelve, was leading them. He 
approached Jesus to kiss him, *but 
Jesus asked him, “Judas, are you 
betraying the Son of Man with a 
kiss?” 

#When Jesus’ followers saw 
what was going to happen, they 
said, “Lord, should we strike with 
our swords?” *°And one of them 
struck the servant of the high 
priest, cutting off his right ear. 

5!But Jesus answered, “No more 


of this!” And he touched the 
ear and healed han. 

Then Jesus said to the chief 
priests, the officers of the temple” 
guard, and the elders, who had 
come for him, “Am I leading 2 
rebellion, that you have come wit 
swords and clubs? -Every day I 


away and took him into the house 
of the high priest. Peter followed 
at a distance. =But when they he 
kindled a fire in the middle of the 
courtyard and had sat down 
together, Peter sat down with 
them. *A servant girl saw him 
seated there in the firelight. She 
looked closely at him and said, 
“This man was with him.” 
But he denied it. “Woman, I 
don’t know him,” he said. 
584 little later someone else 
him and said, “You also are one 
them.” 
“Man, | am not!” Peter replied. 
5°About an hour later another 
asserted, “Certainly this fellow — 
was with him, for he is a Galilean. 
“Peter replied, “Man, | don’t 


SST; sn Taam 


snow what you're talking about!” 
ust as he was speaking, the cock 
rowed. *'The Lord turned and 
ooked straight at Peter. Then 
eter remembered the word the 
ord had spoken to him: “Before 
he cock crows today, you will dis- 
swn me three times.” “And he 
went outside and wept bitterly. 


The Guards Mock Jesus 

“The men who were guarding 
esus began mocking and beating 
im. “They blindfolded him and 
emanded, “Prophesy! Who hit 
ou?” And they said many other 
jsulting things to him. 


jesus Before Pilate and Herod 


®At daybreak the council of the 
iders of the people, both the 
hief priests and teachers of the 
aw, met together, and Jesus was 
ed before them. °”“If you are the 
Christ,” they said, “tell us.” 

Jesus answered, “If | tell you, 
you will not believe me, “and if | 
asked you, you would not answer. 
‘But from now on, the Son of 
Man will be seated at the right 
hand of the mighty God.” 

They all asked, “Are you then 
the Son of God?” 

He replied, “You are right in 
saying | am.” 
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™'Then they said, “Why do we 
need any more testimony? We 
have heard it from his own lips.” 
2 Then the whole assembly 

rose and led him off to 

Pilate. *And they began to accuse 
him, saying, “We have found this 
man subverting our nation. He 
opposes payment of taxes to Cae- 
sar and claims to be Christ, a 
king.” 

3So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you 
the king of the Jews?” 

“Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus 
replied. 

‘Then Pilate announced to the 
chief priests and the crowd, “I find 
no basis for a charge against this 
man.” 

5But they insisted, “He stirs up 
the people all over Judea by his 
teaching. He started in Galilee and 
has come all the way here.” 

6On hearing this, Pilate asked if 
the man was a Galilean. 7When he 
learned that Jesus was under 
Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him 
to Herod, who was also in Jeru- 
salem at that time. 

8When Herod saw Jesus, he was 
greatly pleased, because for a long 
time he had been wanting to see 
him. From what he had heard 
about him, he hoped to see him 
perform some miracle. *He plied 
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With one voice Trey cred out, 
“Away with this mari Felezse Bar- 
abbas to us!” (Barabinas had Seen 
thrown into prisom for an imsurrec- 
tion in the ty, and for murder) 

2Weanting to rcliezse jesus. 
Pilate apeeaied co em azam. 
> But they kept shounimg, “Cruciiy 
ham! Crucify fim” 
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“or # men Go these things whea 
oe Oree B green, what wil happen 
when 2 & ary” 

Twe other men, doth erim: 
wS Wware also led out with him to 
de executed, “When they came to 
oye place called the Skull, there 
ney crucified him, along with the 
onnwnals—one on his right, the 
~ther on his left, “Jesus sad, 
Father, forgive them, for they do 
ot know what they are doing,” 
And they divided up his clothes by 
casting lots. 

‘The people stood watching, 
wd the rulers even sneered at 

1 They said, “He saved others; 
ot him save himself if he is the 

Christ of God, the Chosen One,” 

“The soldiers also came up and 

»ocked him. They offered him 
wine vinegar and said, “tf you are 
che King of the Jews, save yours 


SThere was a written notice 

rove him, which read? THIS 8 THE 
NG OF THE JEWS. 

SOne of the criminals who hung 
-here hurled insults at him: “Aren't 
vou the Christ? Save yourself 
and us!” 


SBC the other criminal rebuked 
Nm, “Don't you fear God,” he 
sald, “singe you are under the 
sane sentence? We are punihed 
justly, for we are getting what our, 
penis — Bue this man has 

ne Wrong,” 
“Then he sald, “Jesus, ramen 
4a me When you come inte your 

. \ “ 

ys answered hin, “tell you 
the truth, today you will be with 
me in paradise,” 


Jesus’ Death 

“te was now about the sixth 
hour, and darkness came over the 
whole land uneil the ninth hour, 
“Yor the sun stopped shining, And 
the curtain of the temple was torn 
in Ewo, “Jesus called out with a 
loud voice, “Father, into your. 
hands | commit my spirit,” When 
he had said this, he breathed his last, 

“The centurion, seeing what 
had happened, praised God and 
said, “Surely this was a righteous 
man.” “When all the people who 
had gathered to witness this sight 
saw what took place, they beat 
cheir breasts and went away, “But 
all those who knew him, including 
the women who had followed him 
from Galilee, stood at a distance, 
watching these things, 


a 


il 
va ve 


Jesus’ Burial 


“Mow there was a man narned 
Joseph, a member of the Council, a 
good and upright man, “whe had 


not consented to their decision 
and action. He carne from the 
Judean town of Arimathea and he 
was waiting for the kingdom of 
God, "Going to Pilate, he asked 
for Jesus’ body. Then he took it 
down, wrapped it in linen cloth 
and placed it in a tomb cut in the 
rock, one in which no-one had yet 
been laid. “It was Preparation Day, 
and the Sabbath was about to 
begin. 

“The women who had come 
with Jesus from Galilee followed 
Joseph and saw the tomb and how 
his body was laid in it. “Then they 
went home and prepared spices 
and perfumes, But they rested on 
the Sabbath in obedience to the 
commandment. 


The Resurrection 


On the first day of the 
2 week, very early in the 
morning, the women took the 
spices they had prepared and went 
to the tomb. *They found the 
stone rolled away from the tomb, 
3but when they entered, they did 
not find the body of the Lord 
Jesus. ‘While they were wondering 


Remember how he told you, 
he was still with you in Galilee: 
"The Son of Man must be deliv- 
ered into the hands of sinful 
be crucified and on the third day 
be raised again.’” “Then they 
remembered his words. 
"When they came back from 
tomb, they told all these things 
the Eleven and to all the others. 
‘Wt was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 
Mary the mother of James, and 
others with them who told this 
the apostles. ''But they did not 
believe the women, because 
words seemed to them like 
sense. '*Peter, however, got up — 
and ran to the tomb. Bending 
over, he saw the strips of linen 
lying by themselves, and he went 
away, wondering to himself wha 
had happened. 


On the Road to Emmaus 


"Now that same day two of - 
them were going to a village 
Emmaus, about seven miles 


jerusalem. “They were talking 

with each other about everything 

"chat had happened. '°As they 

| calked and discussed these things 
with each other, Jesus himself 
ame up and walked along with 
chem; '*but they were kept from 
-ecognising him. 

'7He asked them, “What are you 
discussing together as you walk 
along?” 

They stood still, their faces 
Jowncast. '@One of them, named 
Cleopas, asked him, “Are you only 
. visitor to Jerusalem and do not 
cnow the things that have hap- 
yened there in these days?” 

What things?” he asked. 

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they 

~ replied. “He was a prophet, pow- 
arful in word and deed before 
Sod and all the people. “The chief 
priests and our rulers handed him 
over to be sentenced to death, 
and they crucified him; 2Ibut we 
had hoped that he was the one 
who was going to redeem Israel. 
And what is more, it is the third 
day since all this took place. “In 
addition, some of our women 
amazed us. They went to the tomb 
early this morning **but didn’t find 
his body. They came and told us 
that they had seen a vision of 
angels, who said he was alive. 


4Then some of our companions 
went to the tomb and found it just 
as the women had said, but hirn 
they did not see.” 

He said to them, “How foolish 
you are, and how slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have 
spoken! “Did not the Christ have 
to suffer these things and then 
enter his glory?” “And beginning 
with Moses and all the Prophets, 
he explained to them what was 
said in all the Scriptures concern- 
ing himself. 

28s they approached the village 
to which they were going, Jesus 
acted as if he were going further. 
But they urged him strongly, 
“Stay with us, for it is nearly eve- 
ning; the day is almost over.” So 
he went in to stay with them. 

When he was at the table with 
them, he took bread, gave thanks, 
broke it and began to give it to 
them. ?'Then their eyes were 
opened and they recognised him, 
and he disappeared from their 
sight. They asked each other, 
“Were not our hearts burning 
within us while he talked with us 
on the road and opened the 
Scriptures to us?” 

2They got up and returned at 
once to Jerusalem. There they 
found the Eleven and those with 
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“Then their eyes were opened ..- 
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jesus Appears to the Disciples 

While they were sail wailing 
250u8 ths, jesus hosel ssood 
among them and said to them, 
“Peace be with you™ 
Srnec, Turmkang they sew 2 ghoss 
*he said to them “Why are you 
troubled, and why do doubts rise 
m your minds? *Look 2c my fandis 
and my feet. kis | mysel@ Touch 
me and see 2 shost does not hawe 
flesh and bones. 2s you see | have” 

“When he had said this, Fe 
showed them his hands and feex. 
“And while they sail dd not 
delieve it because of joy and 
amazement he asked them, “Do 
you have anything here to eat?” 
“They gave him 2 piece of broiied 
fish, “and he took it and 222 tim 
mew presence 

“He szid to them, “This is what 


Word List - people in Luke's story 9: 


Annas 
Barabbas 


Caesar 


Caiaphas 


. Herod 


Jesus 


John the disciple 


Judas Iscariot 


Levi 


Appointed high priest in AD 6 and deposed in AD 15, yet 
still referred to as high priest (e.g. Luke 3:2). 
Arrested for political terrorism, and released by Pilate 
as a substitute for Jesus. 

Roman Emperor. Caesar Augustus, great-nephew of Julius / 
Caesar, ruled from 30 BC to AD 14. He was succeeded by ¢ 
his step-son and son-in-law, Tiberius Caesar, emperor 
throughout Jesus' adult life. 

High priest AD 18-36, working in close co-operation with 
his father-in-law, Annas. 


.Name of the king, or ruler of the Jews, but having 


actual power during the Roman occupation. 

The name means saviour or rescuer. He is the subject of 
Luke's Gospel, born 4—6 BC and died probably AD 33. 

Luke records Jesus' divine origin, fully human nature, 
and triumph over death as Son of God. 

Son of Zebedee, brother of James, fisherman and later a 
New Testament writer. 

The disciple who betrayed Jesus, and came probably from 
Kerioth, hence, Iscariot. He was responsible for the 
finances of the band of disciples. 

Also called Matthew, a tax-collector who abandoned his 
trade to follow Jesus as a disciple. Author of another 
New Testament gospel. : 
A fisherman with his brother Andrew, Peter was a natural — 
leader and became author of New Testament letters. 
Appointed as Roman prefect of Judea in AD 26, he was in 
control of the province, but had a stormy relationship 
with the Jewish authorities. 

A name meaning "friend of God". Probably an actual Greek 
person of high rank, or a general term for the Christian 


Word List - places in Luke's story 


Bethlehem 


Capernaum 


Galilee 


Jericho 


Jerusalem 


Judea 


Lake of Galilee 


or Gennesaret 


Mount of Olives 


Nazareth 
Samaria 


Sodom 


1 


A town 8 km south-west of Jerusalem, in the Judean 
hills, and the birthplace of Jesus. ’ 
An important fishing town on the north-west shore of t 
Lake of Galilee, and Jesus' base while teaching in the 
region. Levi and Peter's family lived here. 

A region in northern Israel which included the large 
lake of Galilee and Jesus' home town, Nazareth. Much o 
Jesus' teaching and healing took place here. 

One of the world's most ancient towns, located 250 m 
below sea level about 8 km north of the Dead Sea. 
Capital city and spiritual centre of the ancient 
kingdoms, Jerusalem stands 770 m up in the Judean 

In Jesus' day the temple was located there and was 
destroyed by the Romans in AD 70. 

A region of Palestine, the others being Samaria and 
Galilee. It was considered the most orthodox region. 

A large lake (21 km long and 11 km broad) in the regior 
of Galilee, kept fresh by the River Jordan running 
through it. Surrounded by hills, it is liable to 
atmospheric down-draughts and sudden storms. : 
A hill, 830 m in height, overlooking Jerusalem and it 
temple area from the east. It was reached by crossing 
the Kidron Valley. 

A town in which Jesus grew up and worked as a carpe ! 
The capital of the Northern Kingdom of Israel before th 
Exile. The inhabitants of the area (Samaritans) had 

in common with the Jews, but there was animosity b 

the two groups at the time of Jesus. 

An archetypal place of evil in the Old Testament, the 
ancient city is now probably covered by the Dead Sea. 


Word List — people from 


Abel 


Abraham 
David 


Elijah 


Elisha 


Isaac 


Isaiah 


Jacob 


Jonah 


Lot 


Moses 


Naaman 


Queen of the South 


the Old Testament 
11: 
The Bible's first murder victim, second son of Adam 
and Eve, the parents of the human race. 

The founder of the Jewish people. 

Israel's greatest king (c. 1000 BC) and ancestor of 
Jesus Christ. Under David the nation's territory 
extended to its largest area. 

One of the greatest Old Testament prophets (ninth- 
century BC). 

Elijah's direct successor, who healed the non-Jewish 
Naaman of a severe skin disease. 

Son of Abraham, one of the patriarchs of the Jewish 
people. 

Eighth-century BC prophet whose prophecies are recorded 
in the Old Testament, and much quoted by Luke. 

Grandson of Abraham and son of Isaac, one of the 
patriarchs of the Jewish people. 

The Old Testament prophet ordered by God to preach to 
non-Jews in Nineveh. Their subsequent repentance is 
noted by Jesus (11:29—32). 

Nephew of the patriarch Abraham who escaped the city 
of Sodom just before its destruction. ; 
Jewish leader (c. 1250 BC) who led the Israelites out 
of slavery in Egypt and to whom God gave. the Ten 
Commandments. See Law. 

A Syrian general of the ninth century BC who was 
healed of a disfiguring skin disease by the Jewish 
prophet, Elisha. 

Another name for the Queen of Sheba who visited the 
ancient King, Solomon, son of David. 


Word List - Jewish religious 


Circumcision 


Consolation of 
Israel 
Council of elders 


Curtain of the 


temple 


Levites 


Passover 


Pharisees 


Priests 


Purification 


Sabbath 


Sadducees 


details 1 ; 
Jewish males were circumcised, as a sign of God's 
covenant with Israel. Traditionally this was cz 
out eight days after birth. 
A reference to the long-promised Messiah or Chr: 
saviour of the Jewish people. 
The Sanhedrin, the highest Jewish tribunal in — 
Jerusalem. It traditionally originated with the 
seventy elders who assisted Moses. 
A huge curtain which divided the outer temple from 
the inner sanctum. Only the high priest was O 
to go within, once a year on the Day of Atonement. 
Jewish men descended from the tribe of Levi, whose 
task was to help with the Temple worship. 
A major Jewish festival celebrating the release of 
Israelite slaves from Egypt under the leadership of 
Moses. A key element was the sacrificial death of 
lambs to turn away the plague of death that < 
Egypt. The fact that Christ's death coincided with 
the festival was of great significance. 
A rigid religious group among the Jews; they added 
many detailed laws of their own making to those of 
the Old Testament. 4 
Probably as many as 7,000 priests were actively 
involved in temple worship in Jerusalem at the ti 
of this gospel. j 
According to Jewish law, childbirth made a woman 
"unclean" and in need of ritual purification. 
The seventh and holy day of the Jewish week, 
beginning at sunset on the Friday. It was a strict 
day of rest. 
An aristocratic and predominantly lay religious ¢ 
who accepted only the first five books of the Gid 


Word List - Jewish religious 


Sadducees cont. 


Synagogue 


Temple 


Christ 


Son of God 


Son of Man 


Abyss 


Alabaster 


Angel 


Beelzebub 
Centurion 


details cont. 1 3 y 


Testament, and were sceptical of supernatural elements 
of belief such as the resurrection of the body. 

A local Jewish meeting place of worship and teaching 
of the law. It was also used for a court, for funeral 
services, and for political gatherings. 

The centre of Jewish worship located in Jerusalem and 
destroyed by the Romans in AD 70. Its importance is 
reflected in its prominence in Luke's Gospel. 


- Terms used for Jesus 


The Greek term for the Messiah meaning “anointed of 

or by God" to perform a special work, especially to 
rescue his people and to reign over them. 

An existing title which came to be used of Jesus both 

as Messiah and as his being one with his Father, i.e. 
fully divine as well as fully human. 

Jesus took this title for himself from the Old Testament 
book of Daniel, where it is used of the coming Messiah. } 


— General terms 


A region of hell, believed at the time to be in the 
underworld, where demons are imprisoned, awaiting 
judgement day. 

A soft stone out of which pots, jars and vases were 
made. 

A divine messenger appearing in human form but 
obviously supernatural. The one who spoke to Mary and 
to Zechariah was named Gabriel. 

A name for Satan or the Devil. 

A Roman officer responsible for around one hundred men. 


Word List ~ General terms cont, 1 


Covenant An agreement, usually hetween nations or indiy 
The title, "The Old Testament”, refers to God's 
Covenant with Israsl, which is fulfilled through 
Josus Christ's death in the new covenant (22: 20). 
Cross A Roman form of drawn-out execution, designed to 
Cause maximum suffering 8 a deterrent to crim 
To cause his death, Jesus would have been nailed 
cross through his wrists and feet. 
Demon An evil spirit 
Denarius A Roman silver coin which represented a day's wage 
for the ordinary working man. In Jesus! day Greek, 
Roman and Jewish coins were in circulation. : 
Devil The chief spiritual being in opposition to God's 
intentions for the created world and humankind. 
Disciple A pupil or follower. Luke's name for the followers 
John the Baptist and Jesus. 7 
Heaven The place where God dwells along with his angels, 
where all his people go after this life. It is t 
place where the will of God is perfectly expressed. 
Hell In contrast to heaven, expressed in images of 
dreadful torment. The after-world of unbelievers 
separated from God. ; 
Holy Spirit Third person of the Godhead who is at work in the 
world. ; ; 
The Kingdom or rule of God is a central theme of 
Jesus' teaching. In his life and work God's reign 
begins to take shape, though its full manifestation 
lies in the future. 
Usually refers to the first five books of the Old 


Kingdom of God 


Law 


Word List - General terms cont. 


Law cont. 
Mina 


Parable 


Prophet 


Repentance 


Resurrection 


Salvation 


Samaritans 


Satan 


Sinners 


Tax-collectors 


Aaa 
Testament, including Leviticus, and sometimes to the 
Ten Commandments, given by God to Moses. 
A valuable coin, worth about three months’ wages. 
A story employing an extended metaphor from ordinary 
life, a genre perfected by Jesus, with allegorical 
elements. 
Someone called by God to proclaim his message to 
Israel. The writings and teachings of the prophets 
make up one of the three divisions of the Jewish 
Scriptures (the Old Testament). 
A complete turnabout from sin and self-rule towards 
God by an individual, or group of people. illustrated 
in Jesus' parable of the wasteful son. 
The raising of the human body from death, 
particularly seen in Jesus’ resurrection, and 
promised to all believers on Christ's return. 
In Luke this refers to rescue from the power and 
effects of sin by Jesus’ death on the cross. This 
rescue encompasses all aspects of life and therefore 
leads to human wholeness. 
A mixed-race people living in Samaria between Judea 
and Galilee, and despised by Jews. 


See Devil. 7 
Those considered at the time to be beyond the pale of 
God's concern, and therefore of salvation. These 
included non-Jews and breakers of the religious laws. 
The Roman occupiers employed Jewish tax-collectors 
who were considered to be traitors by the people. 


Where do you go from here? 


16 
The fact that you are looking through this book mean: 
that you are probably thinking about the Christian 
faith. 

You may be someone who wants to find out more but 
is not yet ready to make any definite decision to 
become a Christian. 

Try reading Luke's story again. It was written to 
give people a firm foundation for the Christian 
faith. 

Look particularly at the challenging words of 
Jesus in 8:4—-15; 9:57-62. 

Alternatively you may now actually want to be 
a Christian. 

The famous story of the Lost Son in 15:11—24 is a 
good guide to what is involved. There are three steps: 


TURN: the son came to his senses and turned back 
towards his father, who is a picture of God in the 
story. The son realised he had wronged his father and 
set off home. This is called repentance, a change of 
direction. 


TRUST: he trusted that his father would not reject 
him but would accept and forgive him. He put faith i 
his father's character. He was not disappointed. 


TELL HIM: on arrival he poured out his heart, 
asking for forgiveness and a new start. The welcome 
he received was more than he could have hoped for. 


You could use your own words 
or pray a prayer such as this: 
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Northern Ireland — 


Christian Unions in most 
Universities and Colleges 
throughout the UK and Ireland 
are affiliated to UCCF. UCCF 
staff provide resources, 
training. advice and 
encouragement to help students 4 
tell their friends about Jesus. 


BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Produced by THE BIBLE SOCIETIES 
in the UK and Ireland. They are 
part of a world-wide fellowship 
of national Bible Societies, 
known as the United Bible 
Societies, working in more than 
180 countries. Their aim is to 
reach all people with the Bible 
or some part of it in a 
language they can understand 
and at a price they can afford. 
Scriptures-are distributed 
every year. 


Father God, I'm sorry I've been 
_ trying to live my life anay fros 
you. 
ee Thank you for sending Jesus to 
aes -s _ call me back. I don’t deserve your 
- love but please accept me as I an- 
| T'm now turning to you for 
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